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Cotter Junior High School a faith-based Catholic school dedicated to developing the whole person. Our program provides our students with educational benefits that focus on academics, spirituality, student life, and extracurricular activities.  In particular, our technology, student-teacher ratio, standardized test scores, and rigorous academic program is impressive. In fact, we are very proud of these highlights.  More importantly, however, we believe that the relationships that are developed within our school separate Cotter from most schools.  The closeness and camaraderie our school community strives to develop is the basis from which we educate children and promote family values.  At Cotter we try to help our students feel important, involved, and successful, and we consistently try to help bring out the best in the people around us. Demonstrating teamwork, service, and concern for others as well as teaching and learning in Jesus’ image is what “The Cotter Family” is about.

The Cotter Junior High School Program initiated in September 1998 and is founded on the well-established Cotter High School tradition of academic excellence.  This concept in middle school education will support the mission and philosophy of the high school program.

ADMINISTRATION
Mr. Dave Forney – Principal CJHS

& Cotter High School Counselor

453-5011 or dforney@cotterschools.org
MISSION STATEMENTNT
Cotter Junior High School is a Catholic faith-centered, spiritual community that integrates thinking and believing in ways that encourage academic growth, nurture faith, athletic, and artistic pursuits and, inspire action through the intellectual, social, physical, and ethical challenges of living in a technological and global society.

PHILOSOPHY
Cotter Junior High School is a faith-based Catholic community dedicated to teaching and living Christian values in order to develop the whole person.  To these ends, we stress three fundamental aspects of education: spirituality, academics, and student life.

We strive to be a spiritually vibrant Catholic community, confident in our faith while embracing people of diverse beliefs.  Ethically, we are grounded in the values of honesty and respect for God, for others, and for ourselves.  Our community emphasizes personal and social responsibility as essential to Christian life.

We also seek to provide an interdisciplinary, well-balanced liberal arts education integrating the arts, humanities, and sciences.  We foster an open atmosphere conducive to academic inquiry, the pursuit of knowledge, and personal growth.  To these ends we use technology as a means of helping students become critical thinkers and life-long learners in a global society.

Finally, we are committed to an enriching student life.  We firmly believe that the activities we offer encourage students to build adult relationships and become whole persons by teaching them the value and rewards of commitment and effort.  Our activities are designed to help students learn what it takes to succeed in life by setting goals, personally as well as collectively, and by allowing each student to reach her or his individual level of excellence.

Spirituality, academics, student life comprise the foundation for our school community.  It is our goal that our students develop a strong sense of family and community, recognizing that as important as the individual is, she or he still is part of something much larger than the self.

THE COTTER FAMILY

The phrase "The Cotter Family" has special meaning.  It means spirit, leadership, and service.  It means togetherness.  It means knowing and respecting each other.

Bringing out the best in everyone is the Cotter tradition.  The individual worth of each person is valued.  Success is measured by the effort put into the project.  Showing teamwork and concern for others, encouraging others and listening to others and understanding and sharing of time and talents is what  "The Cotter Family" is all about.

A gospel atmosphere of discipline, charity, and striving for excellence has been the key to Cotter's success in the past.  The present and the future rests largely with you, the student, the parents, and the teachers of Cotter High School and Junior High School.

A FAITH COMMUNITY

The first purpose of Cotter is religious and spiritual.  We strive to help our students come to know, love, and serve Jesus and His Church.  Cotter parents make sacrifices for Catholic education, and, rightfully expect our school to be a community of faith. 

An all school liturgy is held every Holy Day when school is in session.  The Mass is celebrated frequently at Cotter High School, for small groups and special events.  Communal Penance is made available.  Prayer at the beginning of classes, programs, and events is characteristic of our school.  Retreats for each class are offered everyone year.  Students are urged to be involved in their parishes.  Students are also encouraged to participate in prayer groups, campus ministry, and various diocesan programs.
2011-2012 COTTER JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

ACADEMIC PROGRAM
To qualify for a certificate of completion from Cotter Junior High School, each student must complete the required number credits of academic study.  Each incoming student is required to take one year of band or choir.  

GRADE 7



Language Arts







Life Science



Mathematics







Geography 



Religion

Art (one semester), Physical Education (one semester)




Electives: (Choose Two) Band, Choir, Exploring Spanish/Exploring Math & Science, Learning Center


GRADE 8

  

Language Arts







Earth Science



Mathematics







American History





Religion

Physical Education and Health and Wellness Education 
 






Electives: (Choose Two) Band, Choir, Spanish, Art, Learning Center


GRADING SYSTEM

The passing grade for all courses is seventy percent (70%).  Letter grades are awarded for academic courses and are included in the cumulative GPA as follows:

GRADE


GRADE DIVISION
POINT SCALE

A


95-100


4.00

A-


93-94


3.67

_________________________________________________________

B+


91-92


3.33

B


87-90


3.00

B-


85-86


2.67

_________________________________________________________

C+


83-84


2.33

C


79-82


2.00

C-


77-78


1.67

_________________________________________________________

D+


75-76


1.33

D


72-74


1.00

D-


70-71


0.67

_________________________________________________________

F


00-69


0.00

COTTER JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL‘S

ACADEMIC PRINCIPLES

Given the varying social, physical, intellectual, spiritual, and emotional needs of junior high school students, Cotter Junior High School encourages the development of the whole person through interdisciplinary course content, one that uses technology to help bridge various curricula and content areas.  Our program is designed to guide students from concrete thinking to abstract thinking using a challenging, age-appropriate curriculum and an emphasis on content and skills. We believe that education should be committed to guiding and empowering students to think critically and to take ownership for their own thinking.  Ultimately, by challenging our students while providing a great deal of support for them, we strive to help students take more responsibility for their education.  

In addition to the basic graduation standards, Cotter Junior High School students will have demonstrated academic work and competency in the following areas:  

* participating in a faith-centered learning community and understanding fundamentals of the                                                             Catholic faith

* reading, reviewing and listening to complex information in the English language

* writing and speaking effectively in the English language

* developing and interpreting artistic pursuits and expressions

* solving problems by applying mathematics’ principles

* researching, evaluating, communicating and using information

* understanding and applying scientific principles, concepts and methods

* understanding interactions among people and cultures

* using information to make informed decisions

* learning and communicating in a language other than English

* learning to use technology efficiently and appropriately
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

The following pages contain brief course descriptions for all academic classes offered at Cotter Junior High School for the 2011-2012 school year (Please keep in mind that we may need to make some adjustments based on enrollment).    

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH

7th Grade Physical Education/Health


Required
Physical Education/Health is a vital component in the development of a student’s physical, mental, and social well-being. Through this semester long course students will have the opportunity to experience a variety of health and fitness related skills/activities that will provide enjoyable experiences for lifelong physical fitness. In conjunction with health class students will receive instruction in proper exercise techniques and practices, good nutritional habits, and basic anatomy. Additionally, students will be exposed to the rules and strategies of various fitness activities all while participating in individual skill practice and modified games/competitions.

8th Grade Health/Physical Education


Required
This year long course will provide students with knowledge, attitudes, and skills to make health-promoting decisions while incorporating the physical, mental, emotional, social, and spiritual dimensions of health.  In some form this course will also address the six major categories of risk behaviors that teens face today as identified by the United States Center for Disease Control. Additionally, this course will encourage students to become better THINKERS, LEARNERS and COMMUNICATORS through the use of the TOP 20 Teens text and teaching materials. Lastly, students will be exposed to the rules and strategies of various fitness activities all while participating in individual skill practice and modified games/competitions.

LANGUAGE ARTS

The focus of the Language Arts curriculum involves learning effective communication through the development of reading, writing, listening, thinking, and speaking skills.  Through the study of literature, students strengthen critical thinking skills, employ collaborative learning techniques, command a variety of writing styles, and improve proficiency as oral presenters.  Furthermore, the study of language and literature encourages the development of self-awareness and Christian values.

Language Arts - Grade 7




Required

Seventh grade English emphasizes interpersonal communication, critical reading, and personal writing skills.  Students have ongoing and consistent practice in sentence structure, including grammar and spelling.  Vocabulary expansion is integrated into the curriculum throughout the year.  In addition, using various models, students will focus their study of literature on plot, character development, setting, point of view, figurative speech, and theme. Students will practice writing sequence of events, predicting outcomes and making inferences. Emphasis is placed on appreciation, enjoyment, understanding, critical thinking and development of stimulating reading and writing skills and habits.  Poetry and reading a novel are integrated into the curriculum.

Language Arts - Grade 8




Required

This course develops strong critical thinking skills through the composition of well-structured expository, descriptive, and persuasive paragraphs.  This class also reviews and builds on previously taught grammar and usage skills, then moves to incorporate increasingly complex patterns in students’ writing.  The writing process -- including an emphasis on revision -- and audience awareness exercises enhance students’ abilities to tailor their voices in appropriate genres for various purposes.  In addition, students read and analyze short stories, poetry, non-fiction, and Native American biographies.  Word processing and the Internet will be components of individual units.  

MATHEMATICS

The Mathematics Department offers courses designed to provide a sound mathematical background needed to succeed in life as well as to prepare students for more advanced mathematical courses.  The objectives of the mathematics curriculum include the following: to cultivate the power of independent thinking, to increase the ability to analyze and solve problems, and to develop an understanding of the nature and structure of mathematics as needed to pursue higher mathematics and sciences.  In addition, the mathematics department envisions every student functioning at a level appropriate for his or her capacity to learn and to ensure each class includes challenges and successes for every student. 

General Math - Grades 7 and 8



Required
General math is a transition course for students who have completed sixth grade math but are not ready for Algebra 1 or 1A.  Basic mathematical concepts and skills are reviewed and reinforced.  This course focuses on the following skills: fractions, decimals, percents and ratios; perimeter, circumference, area and volume; exponents, scientific notation and signed numbers.  Students receive consistent guided practice with problem- solving techniques through word problems.
Algebra 1A and 1B- Grade 7 and 8 



Required
Algebra 1a will progress through the first half of our Algebra 1 book.

Algebra 1b will progress through the second half of our Algebra 1 book.

This course explains in depth the concepts necessary for the operations of Algebra 1. This includes basic operations of the real number system, polynomials, graphing of linear equations, equalities and inequalities. Throughout this course problem solving and real life applications are continually stressed.

Algebra I  - Grade 8





Required




This course is designed to cover the standard topics of Algebra I.  Students are carefully eased into word problems and develop a systematic approach to problem solving.  Constant review of all algebraic skills takes place.  This course will provide an excellent background for the skills needed in technical and vocational training.  

Prerequisite:   A grade of C or better in General Math or department director approval.
RELIGION

The religion department strives to guide and challenge students in their process of becoming conscious, active, self-determined, integrated members of the Christian community, who will continue to carry on the good news and build the kingdom of God.  In addition, the religion department seeks to help students develop a solid understanding of what it means to be Catholic, which will overflow into all aspects of the Cotter community.  Courses are designed to maintain a strong academic focus on Church teachings, provide daily opportunities for prayer and spiritual enhancement, and remain flexible for opportunities for discussion of immediate concerns impacting our lives and the lives of those around us.

Religion - Grade 7 





Required
Jesus is the main area of focus in this class.  Students study the life, values, and teachings of Jesus and are challenged to live a Christian lifestyle. On their faith journey, students are invited to live out their discipleship. The gospel stories are connected to stories in their own lives. Students are encouraged to develop Christian attitudes and behaviors and to give public witness to their faith by helping others. Special lessons are devoted to celebrating the seasons and holy days of the Church year.

Religion - Grade 8 





Required
This class predominantly focuses on the Catholic Church. Students survey the major historical periods of the Church in order to come to a deeper understanding and appreciation of its heritage. Students will be encouraged to see how their own lives reflect the beliefs and commitment of the Church Community.  The eighth graders also cover a unit that explores the Christian approach to sexuality.  This course includes special attention to the liturgical seasons. Community service is a required part of the religion program.  Students will learn that Jesus calls his followers to live lives of concern for their fellow human beings, particularly those in need. 

SCIENCE

The vision of the science department is to develop a comprehensive science program that fosters inquiry in students and helps students communicate scientific principles and ideas using technology and other media.  

Life Science - Grade 7





Required
Life Science is designed to introduce 7th graders to the study of living things.  In this class we will discover how living things relate to one another and to their surroundings.  We will begin our study of Life

Science with the cell and its functions and build through the five kingdoms to plants and animals.  Along the way we will learn about the processes that organisms exhibit how different organisms perform these

processes.  Most importantly we will be relating Life Science to ourselves and the world around us.

Earth Science - Grade 8




Required
Earth Science is the study of the planet Earth and its’ place in space. In this class, all eighth graders will be introduced to the Earth Science branches of geology, meteorology, astronomy, oceanography and

Environmental Science and will learn how these branches are connected.
LEARNING CENTER
Junior High Learning Center is designed to give students extra help and tutoring in academic areas.  
Learning Center – Grade 7 or 8


Elective






The Learning Center class provides extra help as well as tutoring in various academic areas.

It will also provide students guidance in the areas of study skills and organization.

SOCIAL STUDIES

The social studies department seeks to prepare students to be thoughtful, active citizens in our democratic society and to make them aware of the responsibilities that go along with citizenship.  Students will obtain the tools of learning, learn to make rational decisions, and develop talents to assist them in their future careers.  Teachers strive to help students become more knowledgeable and make them aware of the current events and how they impact our lives and the lives of those around us.  The social studies’ program helps students formulate a workable set of Christian values; to meet challenges; and to think, create, interpret and apply their knowledge to the world around them.  Emphasis is placed on inquiry and understanding so that students can function productively in a multicultural, ever changing, and increasingly interdependent world.

Geography - Grade 7





Required

This course is designed to survey the culture and geography of all areas of the earth, with emphasis on Africa, Asia, and Latin America.  The following social studies’ skills will be emphasized: map making, reading, organizing information, making and interpreting graphics, and vocabulary.  In addition, specific goals include acquiring knowledge of the physical earth and encouraging respect for ethnic, cultural, and social differences.

American History - Grade 8




Required

This course is designed to cover American history from earliest times through the present, with emphasis on events through the Civil War and Reconstruction.  Besides acquiring knowledge of the history of America, emphasis will also be placed on strengthening a variety of social studies’ skills including: map making, reading, understanding graphics, cause and effect relationships, note-taking, and others.  Literature, music, video, and computer technology will be incorporated into this course.  A major goal of this class involves enhancing students’ love of our country and to develop a respect for America's traditions and contributions to world civilization.

WORLD LANGUAGE

The world language department envisions that our language students will be equipped to participate actively and meaningfully within the global community and to know how to communicate effectively in the target language.

SPANISH PROGRAM

Exploring Spanish - Grade 7
1 Semester Course

Elective

In Spanish 7, students will begin their journey into the Spanish-speaking world.  They will have the opportunity to consistently practice their Spanish through listening, reading, writing, and speaking exercises; speaking will have the highest priority.  The course will begin with a brief introduction of the basics (greetings, farewells, courtesies, numbers, time, days, dates, weather, and seasons) and continue with the first verb experiences.  Students will concentrate on the present tense  (regular and some irregular verbs)  and also the progressive tense.  The class incorporates some cultural aspects along with the study of the geography of the Spanish-speaking world and the study and celebration of Hispanic holidays.

Spanish - Grade 8    year long course



Elective

Spanish 8 is a continuation of Spanish 7.  Students will begin the course with a brief review of the concepts learned in the previous year.  They will expand on the present tense with the addition of more irregular verbs and then begin studying two past tenses: the preterite and the imperfect.  Students will acquire a variety of vocabulary words through the study of various thematic units and by participating in several skits in the target language.  Students will continue the study and celebration of the Hispanic holidays with some related hands-on projects. The sequence and content of the 7th and 8th grade Spanish classes are designed so that students who have successfully taken these courses can continue their Spanish studies at the high school in the level two class.
VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS
All students will have the opportunity to participate in the visual and performing arts as an essential element of a well-rounded education and personal growth.  Through the arts, students are exposed to varied interests, knowledge and experiences, thereby becoming strong and productive adult members of society.

VISUAL ARTS

Art - Grade 7
1 semester course



Required
This course is an introduction to the basic principles and elements of design.  Emphasis will be placed on hands-on learning through a variety of media and art experiences.  In addition, this class will incorporate art appreciation and technology-enhanced activities and assignments.

Art - Grade 8
year long course



Elective

This course involves an in-depth study into the concepts and principles behind the visual arts, utilizing advanced approaches to hands-on learning and art appreciation through a combination of traditional methods and modern technology.

PERFORMING ARTS

MUSIC  - INSTRUMENTAL

Band - Grade 7






Elective
Band is open to all seventh grade students.  Students without prior band experience should make special arrangements with the band director at the beginning of the school year if they are interested in taking part in this class.  The band rehearses five (5) days per week for one period.  Individual lessons are required of every band member, and each student must play a yearly audition for chair placement.  Grades will be based on regular lesson attendance, rehearsals, and participation. Band is a performance course; therefore, students must be present for all concerts, contests, and public performances.
Band - Grade 8






Elective
Band is open to all eighth grade students.  Both concert and marching band are included in this course.   Students without prior band experience should make special arrangements with the band director at the beginning of the school year if they are interested in taking part in this class. The band rehearses five (5) days a week for one period.  Individual lessons are required of every band member, and each student must play a yearly audition for chair placement.  Grades will be based on regular lesson attendance, rehearsals, and participation. Band is a performance course; therefore, students must be present for all concerts, contests, and public performances.

Jazz Band - Grades 7 and 8




Elective

Membership in Jazz Band is determined by audition.  Both concert and marching band are included in this course.  Participation in concert band is a prerequisite for the jazz band.  The jazz band rehearses weekly for one hour.  Instruction in basic theory and jazz improvisation are integral components of this course.  A grade of satisfactory or unsatisfactory will be given for attendance and participation.  Jazz band is a performance course; therefore, students must be present for all rehearsals, concerts, contests, and public appearances.
MUSIC - VOCAL

Choir Grades 7-8




Elective
Choir is open to all seventh and eighth grade students.  The junior high choir will provide opportunities to learn, prepare, and present programs in the area of vocal music.  Vocal techniques and tone production are studied in various styles of music, ranging from early sacred to popular selections.  Opportunities to form smaller ensembles will be available for singing at such functions as school masses and community singing.  Choir is a performance-based course; therefore, students must be present for concerts and public performances. 

SPECIAL COTTER JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS

2011-2012 RETREAT PROGRAM

Cotter Junior High School is a faith-based Catholic Community dedicated to teaching and living Christian values in order to develop the whole person.  We stress three fundamental aspects of education: spirituality, academics, and student life.  To assist in the formation of these fundamental aspects, each student is expected to participate in an annual grade retreat.  

COUNSELING CENTER

By providing a variety of services, the counseling department strives to maintain a comprehensive counseling program for Cotter Junior High School students.  Three counselors are available for individual appointments; students may see the counselor of their choice.  Students are assigned alphabetically for academic advising.  Components of the Counseling Center include personal and social development, educational development, and career development.  

Sue O’Brien - Department Director (A-K)

453-5028 or sobrien@cotterschools.org
Dave Forney - Counselor (L-Z)

453-5030 or dforney@cotterschools.org
Brenda Denisen – CJHS Counselor

453-5843 or bdenisen@cotterschools.org
CJHS MEDIA CENTER

CHS Media: Bruce Carpenter - 453-5151 or bcarpent@cotterschools.org  

CJHS Media: Mary Forney-453-5816 or 
" 

mforney@cotterschools.org


CJHS Media: Gini Wilzbacher-453-5831 or gwilzbac@cotterschools.org 
The media center functions as the information center of the school and as a vital link to the outside world.  The mission of its program is to ensure that students and staff become effective users of information and ideas.  Providing a wide range of diverse resources, the program supports the achievement of the school curriculum, while encouraging and engaging students in reading, viewing, and listening for understanding and enjoyment.

Information literacy is the focal point of the media center’s curriculum.  Integrated into the wider school curriculum, this program seeks to ensure that students become information literate, which involves the following: accessing information effectively and efficiently; identifying and understanding how to use a variety of potential sources of information; developing and using successful strategies for locating information; evaluating information critically and competently; and using information effectively and creatively.

In addition, the information literacy program aids students in becoming independent learners by teaching them how to pursue information related to personal interests and how to appreciate and enjoy literature and other creative expressions of information.  The program also strives to teach students how to recognize the importance of information to a democratic society and how to behave ethically with regard to information and information technology.
TECHNOLOGY

Technology on the Cotter High School and Junior High campuses is viewed as a powerful teaching and learning tool.  We believe that in order for technology to enhance education, teachers and students need to discover how, where, and why to apply it. The creative integration of computers into daily classroom learning extends and supports the curriculum.  In addition, students will utilize computers to access information and to connect with resources around the world to support their learning.  

The abundance of technology on the campus network insures equal access to computers for all students and families.  This combination of home and school technology allows teachers to present learning situations beyond the classroom walls. The secured web site invites parents into the Cotter learning environment and school life happenings.  Technology supports parents, teachers, administration and students in their role as lifelong learners in the Cotter Learning Community.
STUDENT POLICIES FOR INTERNET

See computer use policy under “Important School Policies.”
 
HEALTH SERVICES

The Winona County Health Department and Public School District 861 provide health services.    The nurse’s office is located on the first floor of the junior high building, near the main entrance. The nurse will keep health records up-to-date, arrange for vision and hearing screenings, check any concerns with parents, and screen for scolioses (curvature of the spine).  If a student’s health requires medication to be given during school hours, the school will need to have the following:

1.  An adult must bring medications to school.

2.  A written authorization from the doctor stating the following: the name of the medication, the dosage, the time(s) it is to be given, the reason the student needs the medication, any special directions for administering the medication, the date the medication is to be stopped, and parent permission for the student to receive the medication in school.

3.  The medication supplied in a prescription bottle or container properly labeled by a pharmacy or physician.  Please request your pharmacy to provide two prescription bottles or containers at the time you obtain the medication.  This will allow you to have a prescription container at home and school.  If the medication is a non- prescription drug, it must also be accompanied by a physician's written order.
COTTER JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

QUALITY OF LIFE

Cotter Junior High School is a Catholic, faith-centered, academic institution committed to educating students in a healthy environment.  It is a very special place with special people.  In order to provide a peaceful and sound academic atmosphere, it is expected that all students will respect themselves as well as one another’s gender, race, culture, and ethnicity.  Racial and ethnic intolerance and sexual harassment are unacceptable behaviors for any student.  

It is essential that all students behave and interact with each other in a respectful and courteous manner at all school functions and activities.   Misuse of electronic communications as well as any form of physical violence or demeaning speech, behavior or action violates the dignity of another person and will not be accepted.   At not time should any CJHS student videotape or audio tape during school hours without the approval of classroom teachers.  Respect for students will apply to all areas of school life, including classrooms, study halls, athletic arenas, locker rooms, computer labs, student activities, and the media center.  

All school equipment and properties are provided in order to facilitate the education of each student.  Students, faculty, and administrators are asked to keep school buildings, property, and grounds in the best condition possible.  The destruction and improper use of school property and technology impedes others from learning and obtaining success.  
COTTER JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL DRESS CODE

All Cotter Junior High School students are expected to always dress appropriately for school on all occasions. 

* Slacks, jeans, skirts, dresses or split skirts are appropriate wear for girls. Midriffs, halter-tops are not acceptable school attire. Skirts should at least come down to just above the knees.  (Skirts should not be excessively short.)  Slacks or jeans are appropriate for boys.  Jeans with holes or overly worn areas are not permitted.

* Students are prohibited from wearing clothing that displays obscene or profane words or graphics or depicts or advertises tobacco, drug or alcohol products. 

* Sweatpants, wind pants, or shorts are permitted for physical education class and specific school activities.  

* Shorts are only permitted in September and May or on specifically designated days -- especially when weather calls for them to be worn. The administration will announce to the students when these days occur.  Shorts should not be excessively short -- regardless of current style.

* Hats and caps should not be worn inside any Cotter building.

* Coats, jackets and other cold weather coats should not be worn in the classroom.  Each student will be provided with a personal locker to keep his/her personal items including jackets, coats, hats, etc.

* Students should not wear tank tops.  Basketball jerseys may only be worn if a T-shirt is worn underneath.  Football or hockey jerseys are acceptable.

* All jeans, slacks or trousers must be appropriate length.  These clothing items may not be worn in such a way that the leg bottom is touching the floor or ground.   In addition, pants should not be overly baggy or lose.  Pants should also be worn on the waist.  

* Even though students neither need to tuck in nor button their shirts at all times, students should try to look neat and respectable.  Faculty, staff and administration will use their discretion if problems occur.  

Special Occasions

* Dress-down days will be held for special occasions.  The administration will announce to the students when these days occur.  In addition, students are expected to dress up for special school functions and all school liturgies. 

Other Items

* Wallet chains, beepers, pagers, laser pens, cell phones and toys are not permitted in school.  Cell phones should be turned off and locked in lockers allowing for after school use.  

* Earphones/headphones for radios should not be worn in school without permission.

* NOTE: The above items should be seen as a general guideline; the Principal of CJHS reserves the right to make adjustments where needed.   

CJHS LUNCH PROGRAM

Steak Shop Catering provides hot lunch for CJHS students.  The 2010-11 price per meal is $3.30. Costs may vary slightly for the 2011-12 school year.     Students are welcome to bring a cold lunch from home and may purchase milk for 75 cents.  

CJHS FUN NIGHT/DANCE GUIDELINES

1.   Dances are for Cotter students only.  Guests may be invited to specifically designated dances only.

2.  Dress is to be clean, dignified, and appropriate.  A student may be refused admittance should the           chaperone deem a student's attire inappropriate. 

3.  Chaperones have the right to remove anyone whose behavior is deemed inappropriate.

4. Once a student is admitted to the dance, there shall be NO readmittance should that student subsequently leave the building.

5.  All dances require four faculty/staff chaperones.

6.  Anyone under the influence of alcohol or illegal chemicals will be held at the fun night/dance by the chaperones.  Parents/guardians will be called and asked to come to the dance to pick up the student.

7. All dances should be coordinated through the student council advisor, activities director, and the director of the junior high program.
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IMPORTANT SCHOOL POLICIES
BEHAVIOR

The behavior listed below is unacceptable for a Cotter participant:

1. Consumption or possession of alcohol, tobacco, or illegal chemicals, even with parental approval.

2. Any offense such as "open bottle", DWI, or related offenses whether driving or in the company of the same.

3. The behavior or smell that is related to the use of alcohol or illegal chemicals as witnessed by a responsible adult.

4. Harassment of teacher, coach, other adult or student in the community.

5. Attendance at an event where mood-altering drugs are being consumed.
Enforcement of these rules requires a respect for the rights and integrity of the student. It is not the responsibility of the school authorities to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that an infraction has occurred and to then impose the penalty. Rather, it is the responsibility of school authority to confront the student with the charge and the corresponding responsibility of the student to acknowledge the action, if it has occurred.
PENALTIES
Students dismissed from Category I or II activities will also be ineligible for any of the following: end of the season/activity awards, end of the year school sponsored awards, Homecoming Court, Winter Fest Court, Student Council, Class Office, Target membership, and National Honor Society Office for one calendar year.

ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES

1. The penalty for a first violation of the Minnesota State High School League's rules concerning the use of mood-altering chemicals, after confirmation of the first violation, would be loss of eligibility for the next four (4) weeks of a season in which the student is a participant or the next four (4) contests, whichever is greater. Before a student regains eligibility, he or she must meet with a Cotter counselor to discuss the infraction. The counselor must provide written confirmation to the Dean of Students/Activities Director before eligibility is regained. If the counselor recommends an outside chemical assessment, the student will be required to schedule the appointment before being eligible.

2. If a student comes forth and contacts the Dean of Students/Activities Director, Principal, or President within 48 hours of the time of the drug and/or alcohol infraction of the first violation, the penalty MAY be reduced upon review by administration. School Administrators can be contacted at home.

3. The penalty for a second violation of the Minnesota State High School League's rules concerning the use of mood-altering chemicals, after confirmation of the second violation, would be loss of eligibility for the next six (6) weeks of a season in which the student is a participant or the next six (6) contests, whichever is greater. After the second violation the student must undergo a drug and alcohol assessment within two weeks of meeting with the administration.

Failure to participate in the evaluation will likely result in dismissal from the school.

4. The penalty for a third violation of the Minnesota State High School League's rules concerning the use of mood-altering chemicals, after confirmation of the third violation, would result in the exclusion from the entire extracurricular program for the remainder of the student's high school career. In this scenario, the student's standing as a Cotter student may also be jeopardized. The administration will review the student's record.

5. Cotter students who participate in a cooperative activity with WSHS will be subject to the WSHS policies and penalties.

CATEGORY II ACTIVITIES

Cotter High School recognizes those activities starred on page 28 as Category II Activities.

The following Cotter High School rules apply to Category II activities:

During the season of practice or participation in Music, Speech, One- Act Play or school productions, a student shall not use mood-altering chemicals (including tobacco, alcohol, and illegal drugs, etc.). It is not a violation for a student to be in possession of a legally defined drug specifically prescribed for the student's own use by his/her doctor.

A. First Violation:

1. Penalty:

After the confirmation of the first violation, the student shall lose eligibility for the next three weeks or the next two public appearances in which the student is a participant, whichever is greater. Before a student regains eligibility, he or she must meet with a Cotter counselor to discuss the infraction. The counselor must provide written confirmation to the Dean of Students/Activities Director before eligibility is regained. If the counselor recommends an outside chemical assessment, the student will be required to schedule the appointment before being eligible.

2. Miscellaneous: If a student comes forth and contacts the Dean of Students/Activities Director, Principal, or President within 48 hours of the time of the drug and/or alcohol infraction of the first violation, the penalty MAY be reduced upon review by administration.

B. Second Violation:

1. Penalty:

After the confirmation of the second violation, the student shall lose eligibility for the next six weeks or three public appearances in which the student is a participant, whichever is greater.

2. Miscellaneous:

a. Before being readmitted to activities following suspension for the second violation, the student shall show evidence in writing that he/she has received a chemical assessment from an outside chemical dependency professional unless the administration waives this requirement. After the second violation the student must undergo a drug and alcohol assessment within two weeks of meeting with the administration. Failure to participate in the evaluation will likely result in dismissal from the school.

C. Third Violation:

1. Penalty:

The penalty for a third violation will result in the exclusion from the entire extracurricular program for the remainder of the student's high school career. In this scenario, the student's standing as a Cotter student may also be jeopardized. The administration will review the student's record.

BEHAVIOR CONTRACT

FOR STUDENTS INVOLVED IN EXTRACURRICULARS

Cotter believes in the philosophy that participation in our extracurricular program is a privilege, not a right. This privilege is granted to students who uphold the ideals of Christian leadership, display good citizenship, abide by the law, rules and regulations of the school community and the Minnesota State High School League where applicable, and commit themselves to academic success. Participants in extracurricular activities represent more than themselves when they compete or perform. People often judge our community by the conduct and attitude displayed by athletes or performers, whether the students are in or out of school. Therefore, students involved in extracurriculars are expected to maintain a high standard of conduct. Cotter High School along with the Minnesota State High School League recognizes that the use of mood-altering chemicals by high school students is illegal. As such, this contract is part of a continuing effort to encourage our students to refrain from using mood-altering chemicals or attending events involving mood-altering chemicals.

All Cotter Students who participate in the extracurricular program must commit to the following standards of behavior:

1. Stay chemically free (including alcohol and tobacco) through the entire calendar year.*

1. Exhibit conduct that is consistent with good sportsmanship.

2. Treat self and all others (including students, coaches, officials, fans and teachers) with respect.

*The use, possession or sale of mood-altering chemicals, or your attendance at an unlawful event that involves the use of mood-altering chemicals is considered a violation of this contract. (Attendance at an unlawful event includes being at a party where under-aged mood-altering chemicals are being consumed illegally.)

*If a student is in attendance, but not consuming, the loss of eligibility will be for the next two (2) weeks of a season in which the student is a participant or the next two (2) contests, whichever is greater. All subsequent violations regarding attendance will follow the established guidelines.

COTTER SCHOOLS CELL PHONE POLICY
Cotter prohibits the use of cell phones on campus from 7:45 AM until 3:30 PM.  Cell phones may be only used before or after these times.  Cotter realizes that students may need to contact a parent or guardians at times.  In such cases, arrangements should be made with the main office.  The main office strives to be helpful in providing information between students and parents/guardians.  In addition: 
· Cell phones must be stored in students’ personal locker during the instructional day.  Students must turn off cell phones upon entering the buildings and not turn them on again until leaving the building after 3:30 PM.
· Cell phones with camera capabilities are not permitted in classrooms or locker room areas at any time.  It may be considered a violation of Cotter’s Quality of Life policy for pictures to be taken of anyone without his or her knowledge or without permission.  If a student has a cell phone in the classroom or locker room, teachers and/or coaches will ask for the device and turn it in to Cotter’s main office or the CJHS Principal’s Office ASAP.  Failure to comply will result in a discipline referral for non-compliance.
· The first time a cell phone is confiscated, the student will need to make an appointment with the CJHS Director to have the cell phone returned. Parents will be notified and informed of the student's actions.  The second time a cell phone is confiscated, the student will be penalized with detention and/or suspension.
· Any student in possession of a cell phone during a test may be seen as cheating, which may result in a violation of academic integrity.
WEAPONS POLICY

I. SCHOOL WEAPON POLICY
The purpose of this policy is to assure a safe school environment for students, staff and the public.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
No student or non-student, including adults and visitors, shall possess, use or distribute a weapon when in a school location. The school district will act to enforce this policy and to discipline or take appropriate action against any student, teacher, administrator, school employee, volunteer, or member of the public who violates this policy.

III. DEFINITION of Weapon
A "weapon" means any object, device or instrument designed as a weapon or through its use is capable of threatening or producing bodily harm or which may be used to inflict self-injury including, but not limited to, any firearm, whether loaded or unloaded; air guns; pellet guns; BB guns; all knives; blades; clubs; metal knuckles; numchucks; throwing stars; explosives; fireworks; mace and other propellants; stun guns; ammunition; poisons; chains; arrows; and objects that have been modified to serve as a weapon.
 
No person shall possess, use or distribute any object, device or instrument having the appearance of a weapon and such objects, devices or instruments shall be treated as weapons including, but not limited to, weapons listed above which are broken or nonfunctional, look-alike guns; toy guns; and any object that is a facsimile of a real weapon. Making a “bomb threat” or setting off an explosive device will result in immediate police referral and severe school consequences.
 
According to state law, any person who knowingly possesses or goes armed with a weapon or “look-alike” on school premises is guilty of a misdemeanor, or a felony, depending on the seriousness of the offense.
 
All persons violating the policy shall be subject to penalties outlined in state law and suspended and /or expelled from school.
 
No person shall use articles designed for other purposes (i.e., lasers or laser pointers, belts, combs, pencils, files, scissors, etc.), to inflict bodily harm and/or intimidate and such use will be treated as the possession and use of a weapon.
 
COMPUTER ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY

Using Online Resources
1. It is expected that the user will show respect for other people. This means that he or she will not pursue or pass on materials on the Internet, which are demeaning to others and inherently inappropriate for student possession in an educational setting. Examples include, but are not limited to:
* Material that is sexually explicit, pornographic, or obscene
* Material that advocates violence or discrimination against women, minorities, ethnic groups, religions, etc.
* Humor of an offensive or sexually explicit nature
2. Respect for the ideas or work of others is the responsibility of each user. Students are obliged to give credit appropriately when using another's words or ideas in a research project or any other assignment. Plagiarism (the copying of someone else’s work without giving credit) will not be tolerated. Students must also respect all copyright laws.
3. Use of “chat rooms” while on school premises is not allowed unless use is part of a teacher-assigned, classroom activity.
4. Disrespectful, demeaning, and dehumanizing content posted on the Internet  (i.e., Facebook, My Space.com, RateYourTeacher.com, blogs, etc.) regarding community members will not be tolerated.  Consequences, including dismissal, may be handed down.
5. The following E-mail/Social media activities are not permitted:
* Sending chain letters or annoying, unnecessary messages to large numbers of people.
* Sending harassing, obscene, or threatening messages or pictures.
* Forging messages to make them appear to originate elsewhere.
* Using someone else’s user name and/or password.
In addition, you are not to ask a teacher to “Friend” you on Facebook.
 
Acceptable Use
Acceptable uses of the Internet are activities which support learning, collaborative work, and teaching. Acceptable uses include, but are not limited to, the following:
• Using the Internet to research assigned classroom projects.
• Respecting and upholding copyright laws and all other applicable laws and regulations.
• Respecting the rights and privacy of others by not accessing private files.
• Following all regulations posted in the computer lab or other room where computers are in use.
• Following the directions of the adult in charge of the computer lab or other room where computers are in use.
 
Unacceptable Use
Unacceptable uses include, but are not limited to, the following:
• Accessing inappropriate material using the Internet.
• Swearing, using vulgarities or any other inappropriate language, pictures or gestures on the Internet in any form.
• Changing any computer configuration, password or file that does not belong to the user.
• Using the network for commercial use, financial gain or illegal activity.
• Using an account other than your own or misrepresenting your identity.
• Attempting to “hack” into any computer.
• Creating and/or distributing a computer virus.
• Using the network to illegally transfer software (i.e. pirating) in violation of copyright law
• Downloading unacceptable materials
• Revealing personal addresses or telephone numbers of students or staff
• Causing damage to computer equipment or assisting others to cause damage
• Accessing materials that are inconsistent with the school’s quality of life statement.
• Installing or storing any software on any Cotter High School computer without permission from the Cotter Tech Department
• Using any computer without permission of the teacher or staff member responsible for that computer
• Using a personal laptop to connect to Cotter’s network is prohibited unless authorized by the Cotter Tech Department.
 
Personal Safety
1. Personal contact information concerning students may jeopardize personal safety. Students should not reveal personal information such as addresses or telephone numbers online. They should not agree to meet someone they have met on-line.
2. Under no circumstances should a student reveal his or her password to another student.
 
Respecting Technology Resources
1. Student folders and E-mail should be checked frequently and unwanted messages and files deleted.
2. Students should conserve technology resources (paper, toner, file storage space, etc.)
3. Any attempt to damage school equipment, including but not limited to: hardware and software, the files of another user, creation and/or spreading of computer viruses, tampering with security or unauthorized files, and removing or exchanging any hardware or software component violates acceptable use of technology policy.
 
Penalties
Failure to abide by these guidelines will result in consequences that may include paying for damages, restitution, withdrawal of computer privileges, loss of E-mail and file server privileges, detention, suspension, or expulsion. When applicable, law enforcement may be involved.
 
Privacy Expectations
Users should expect only limited privacy in the contents of personal files in the school network. Files and E-mail are subject to routine maintenance and monitoring by designated staff. Cotter Schools reserves the right to delete any files that are inappropriate or may contain a virus.
 
Limitation of School Liability
Use of Cotter’s network is at the user's own risk. The network is provided on an "as is, as available" basis. The school will not be responsible for any damage users may suffer, including, but not limited to:
* Loss, damage or unavailability of data
* Delays or changes in or interruptions of service
* Misdeliveries or nondeliveries of information or materials, regardless of the cause
The school is not responsible for the accuracy or quality of any advice or information obtained through the school network. The school will not be responsible for financial obligations arising through unauthorized use of the school computer network. Any financial obligation incurred by a student through the network is the sole responsibility of the student or the student's parents. All provisions of the acceptable use policy are subordinate to local, state, and federal laws.
 
The students and their parent/guardian must read the Computer Acceptable Use Policy and sign the Parent/Guardian Internet Responsibility Form. Internet access may be withdrawn at any time.
 
 
The Cotter student handbook serves as a guide
to students, families, faculty and staff.
ACTIVITIES AND ATHLETICS
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY

Director of Activities: Pat Bowlin (453-5004 or pbowlin@cotterschools.org)

Assistant Athletic Director: Jenny Carpenter (453-5041 or jcarpent@cotterschools.org) 
Boys



Girls




Activities

Fall



Fall






______Football

______Volleyball


______Target Club

______Cross Country
______Cross Country

______CJHS Yearbook


______Soccer


______Soccer



______ Student Council




______Tennis



______CJHS Summer











Marching Band





______*Swimming













______ CJHS Jazz Band

Winter


Winter



______ One Act Play

______Basketball

______Basketball



 

______* Nordic Skiing
______* Nordic Skiing


         

______* Wrestling

______* Gymnastics


______* Swimming

______ * Hockey








______* Hockey



Spring


Spring


______Golf


______Golf


______Track & Field
______Track & Field

______Baseball

______Softball

______Tennis

* Denotes cooperative sport with Winona Senior High School.

COTTER JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

1115 W. Broadway

Winona, Minnesota   55987

TELEPHONE:  453-5000    FAX: 453-5006
Mr. Dave Forney - Director of Cotter Junior High School 

453-5000 (ext. 5011) or dforney@cotterschools.org 
Mrs. Jan Murty - Administrative Secretary

453-5000 x5100 or jmurty@cotterschools.org 
Mrs. Jodi Werner – Administrative Secretary

453-5000 or jwerner@cotterschools.org 
FACULTY
Mary Biebel - Spanish Teacher  (grades 7 & 8)

453-5832 or mbiebel@cotterschools.org 
Tammy Drazkowski – Science Teacher (grades 7 & 8), Learning Center (grade 7)
453-5821 or tdrazkow@cotterschools.org 
Mary Forney  - Art Teacher (grades 7 & 8), Learning Center (grade 8)
453-5816 or mforney@cotterschools.org 
Linda Gudmastad - Mathematics Teacher (grade 7),
Religion  (grade 7), Language Arts (grade 8)
453-5827 or lgudmast@cotterschools.org 
Kelly Holmstadt – Algebra 1, Geometry (grade 8-12)

453-5096 or kholmsta@cotterschools.org 

Peter Horton - Social Studies Teacher (grades 7 & 8)

453-5826 or phorton@cotterschools.org 
David Jewison – Math Teacher (grades 7,8 & 9)

453-5040 or djewison@cotterschools.org 
Amanda Peloquin – Band Teacher (grades 7 & 8)

453-5821 or apeloqui@cotterschools.org 

Cathy Snyder - Choir Instructor (grades 7 & 8)

453-5053 or csnyder@cotterschools.org 
Nick Whaley – PE/H (grades 7 & 8)

453-5110 or nwhaley@cotterschools.org 
Lisa Hull – Exploring Science & Math (grade 7)

453-5059 or lhull@cotterschools.org
Gini Wilzbacher - Language Arts (grade 7), Religion Teacher (grade 7 & 8)

453-5831 or gwilzbac@cotterschools.org 
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