
 

 

November 12, 2020 

 

Dear Cotter families, 

 

I am writing to inform you that as of Monday, November 16, 2020, all Cotter classes for grades 5 

through 12 will be online and in distance learning until January 4, 2021, and all in-person Activities 

and Athletics are cancelled. We, like many other schools around us, had hoped to remain in person up 

to Thanksgiving, and then move online during the period between Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

However, we can no longer function safely or effectively, making this difficult decision necessary now.  

 

We currently have several pods of students in quarantine, numerous faculty and staff out with their own 

children in quarantine, and daily reports of family spread. We have used all our resources to stay in 

person as long as possible – and unfortunately, we have reached our limit.  

 

At our weekly meeting with State and County Health professionals, we have been warned that no 

decrease in Covid-19 numbers will probably be seen until after the holidays. Only careful adherence to 

safety protocols and a change in personal and family behavior will reduce this projected time frame. 

Please be safe and make good choices. 

 

For now, students in grades 5 through 8 should plan to take home all their books, instruments, and 

materials at the end of the day on Friday, Nov. 13.  Each student will be issued a Chromebook to be able 

to continue their instruction via Zoom. Mrs. Fitch will be providing specific instructions for the class 

schedules that these students will follow. Students in grades 9-12 will continue with their current 

schedule, and all afternoon classes and Wednesday classes will move to online. Online Classes will be 

held from Nov. 16 through November 24, break for Thanksgiving, resume Nov. 30 through Dec. 18, 

break for Christmas, and then we plan to return to our current model on January 4, 2021. 

 

This is an extremely difficult decision to deliver. We are keenly aware of the burden this change puts on 

families, especially those with several children and adults working from home. We all wish life were 

different right now. These days call for the best in each of us. May we each find the grace we need to do 

what is needed. 

 

May the God of Hope and Mercy bless us all in the days ahead. 

 

Sister Judy 

Sister Judith Schaefer, O.P., PhD 

President, Cotter Schools 
 

 


