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Cotter Mission Statement
Cotter is a Catholic school community promoting
excellence through prayer, learning and service.

Office of the President
A Bright Future for Cotter Graduates
I recently had the opportunity to visit Southeast Asia with 14 college presidents and business leaders to gain a better understanding of the impacts this
region will have on the future of our countries, companies, communities, and
individuals. As the head of a Catholic school that is fortunate to include over 70
international students, this experience allowed me to better understand the
nature and extent of change in parts of the world that have special importance
to Minnesota's future.
President of Cotter Schools
Over the last several years, an incredible investment in technology has conDr. Craig W. Junker
nected the world into a single global network. Coupled with affordable computers and dynamic software and network systems, this information revolution has enabled more people from throughout the world to compete, collaborate, and innovate together in real time.
Information that can be digitized has the potential of being outsourced to international producers. In
other words, not only will the U.S. continue to face the loss of manufacturing jobs to China and other
low cost producers, but we will also face increasing competition for intellectual knowledge work.
America had better prepare itself for global competition that is wide awake and coming on strong.
Cotter High School strives to translate these challenges into opportunities. Coupled with our core philosophy of faith-based learning, the breadth and depth of many of the curricular offerings at Cotter High
School suggests that our students will be well-primed for their scholarly and job related goals after high
school. Incredibly, of last year's graduating class, the top 50% of ACT composite scores averaged at the
90th percentile nationally. Cotter's benchmark programs in physical and mathematical science challenge
students in unique and creative ways.
The flattening of the economic world will have enormous consequences in the United States and
throughout the globe. Our society needs educated, ethical leaders with the ability to think creatively,
listen carefully, and work together in teams to make decisions and solve problems. No doubt Cotter
students are setting themselves apart from others and are well-prepared to respond to the challenges
of a technology-driven global society. Later in this edition of the Ramblins, you will have an opportunity to read about our Electronics and Robotics class, which is only one example of how Cotter is
proactively educating our students.
A Cotter education would not be possible for some of our students without the generous support
of alumni, parents, and friends. With 70% of our local students receiving financial aid, we are extremely
grateful to those who make a gift to Cotter each year. On behalf of these students, I am once again
thanking you for your generosity. Each and every gift makes a difference in the lives of students.
Live Jesus in your heart. Forever.

Dr. Craig W. Junker
President of Cotter Schools
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Dr. Craig Junker at the Watson
Pharmaceutical facility in China.

Developing Cotter
Faith in Education…the Cotter
Connection
I always enjoy meeting Cotter alumni,
parents and friends at various Cotter
events. Whether we are at the Athletic
Hall of Fame Induction, Alumni Career
Day, the Cotter Auction, an athletic
event, a concert, or any other Cotter
gathering, it is always a pleasure to get
Development Director
to know people like you who choose to
Katrina Klink
make Cotter such a special place. Many
of you have become like family to me. I hope you have as much
faith in the work that we do here for students as I do. Although
we are in the business of preparing and graduating students to
their next step in life, everyone involved with our school is forever affected by the Cotter spirit.
This school year has been tremendous for the Cotter family.
With several HVL Conference Championships, our student-athletes are reaping the rewards of hard work and dedication.
Student service projects are expanding and helping to positively
change our community and world. Students helped raise nearly
$11,000 for Mercy Cross High School, which was devastated by
Hurricane Katrina last year. Furthermore, as Dr. Junker stated,
our impressive test scores show how amazingly well our students are doing academically. Being educated in a whole-person
environment, centered in faith, has truly proven to be an enriching experience for Cotter students and alumni.
As you will see in the pages that follow, our students are succeeding. Alumni are doing meaningful work with the blessings
they have received. Today's opportunities at Cotter exist in
direct relation to the support our alumni, parents, friends and
community members share with students. Cotter presented Bob
Kierlin ’57 with the 2006 Alumni Achievement Award. In the
ceremony, Kierlin first thanked students and then asked them to
recognize in themselves their own potential to do great things
and contribute their blessings for the next generation. Using the
gifts that God has given us, it is our duty to give back what we
have received. You have been touched by Cotter, and so too
will the next generation, through your commitment to students.
Cotter is what we've made it. Let's work together to continue
making a difference for students.
I look forward to seeing you soon. Please join us for the
Cotter Auction on April 22 if you are in town.
Go Ramblers!
Katrina N. Klink
Cotter Development Director
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Catholic School Foundation
Fr. Breza, Cotter Class of 1955, celebrated
CSF's Mass of Thanksgiving during Catholic
Schools Week at St. Stans. CSF donors, board
members, volunteers and friends of the
schools gathered after Mass in Pacholski Hall
for a reception in honor of the accomplishments within Catholic schools and for the students that are blessed
with a faith-based education. All gifts to CSF are
held in an endowment
Fr. Breza ’55 and Mike Hansen, Saint Stanislaus
where investment income Representative
and Past CSF President discuss the
is used for the benefit of
importance of our Catholic schools.
our Catholic Schools in
Winona: Cotter Junior and Senior High and WACS (St. Mary's,
Cathedral and St. Stans).
Call 507-453-5102 for more information about Foundation efforts,
such as the Father Paul Nelson Legacy Society.

Tradition and Success

at Cotter

Phonathon Update
Phonathon Goal
Pledges Collected
Outstanding Pledges
Cotter Challenge Met+

$ 45,000.00
$ 49,677.00
$ 7,077.50
$ 5,000.00

We made our Cotter Challenge, but we still have
some outstanding pledges. If you have pledged and
have not returned your pledge card with a donation,
please send your donation in the return envelope
enclosed in this newsletter. If you were not contacted
during our Phonathon and want to offer a gift to
Cotter High School, please use the enclosed
envelope. All gifts benefit Cotter students.
As always…Thank you for your support!

Sophomores, Emily Sharpe and Caitlin Bambenek are having
great conversations with alumni and parents.

Cotter Classic Golf
The 19th Annual Cotter Golf Classic will be held
June 26, 2006. Come out for a great day
on
of
golf. If you are interested in being a golfer
or a
sponsor please contact the Development
Office
at 507-453-5100 for details.

Mike Arnold ’95 and Will Gibson ’96 are hard at work
collecting pledges from classmates.
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Cotter Auction

You are invited to the 27th Annual Cotter Auction which will be held on April 22 at the Barb Bischel
Memorial Gym (360 Vila St). The doors will open at 5:00 pm with the Live Auction beginning at 7:30 pm.
Something for everyone at the Cotter Auction!
Just a few of our Live and Silent Auction Items:
•2000 Mustang Convertible GT
•2006 Polaris Ranger
•2006 Vino Classic Scooter
•Clarion Car Stereo and Speakers
•Cobra Golf Clubs & Bag
•Sponsor the Barb Bischel Gym
•Authentic Japanese Kimono
•WSU Skybox for a Cotter Football Game.

•2006 Polaris Sportsman 500 ATV
•Garden Trellis
•Private Mass with Father Nelson
•Flower Bouquet Every Month for a Year
•Plasma & LCD TVs
•Sheraton Pool Table
•Cup of Coffee a Day from Mugby Junction
•Cotter Parking Space or Graduation seats!

Dinners, Vacations, Furniture, Sporting Events and Equipment, Tools,
Gourmet Baskets, Original and Print Art, Handcrafted Items, Jewelry, and so much more!
•To see pictures and descriptions of Live Auction items, visit:
www.winonacotter.org click on "Auction 2006" and "2006 Auction Gallery".
Contact Cotter's Development Office at 453-5102 or kklink@winonacotter.org for event or donation information.
Thank you for supporting Cotter students and carrying on this great Winona community tradition.

Grandparents Day
Our 5th Annual Grandparents Day
was held on November 1, 2005.
We began the day at 1:00 pm with
a Mass, followed by a presentation
on Cotter happenings and ending
with social time, photographs and
tours. Over 40 students had their
grandparents join them in this event.

James Devine Memorial Golf Tournament
Congratulations to all participants who weathered the stormy elements at Cedar Valley during the James G. Devine Memorial Golf
Tournament. The top two golf teams were made of Cotter’s own
student golfers. Second place went to Mark Fillmore ’06, Drew
Fuglestad ’07, Jordan Spiten ’07 and Andrew Paulson ’06. First place
trophy winners were Brian Huegel ’07, Andrew Fricke ’08, Scott Ryan
’08, and Zack Fricke ’06. Linda Schrupp was the Grand Prize winner of
a 2006 Family Membership, sponsored by Cedar Valley Golf Course.
Senator Bob Kierlin ’57 reminisced about Mr. Devine’s great vision for
First place winners in the James Devine Memorial
students
and enthusiasm for life. Cotter students shared stories of how
Golf Tournament.: Brian Huegal, Andrew Fricke,
Cotter’s Cross-Cultural Ministry Project, which Mr. Devine started, has
Scott Ryan and Zack Fricke
affected their lives forever.
Thank you to everyone at Cedar Valley Golf Course, dedicated golfers, generous sponsors and dinner guests for
making this day such a special event in honor of a great man. Proceeds from the day benefit Cotters’ CrossCultural Ministry Project service trips, which teach students how to become the hands and feet of God.
We look forward to seeing you on September 11, 2006, for this year's event.
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Triple A Award
Cotter High School is proud to announce that Maureen Keane ’06 and Michael
Brickl ’06 have been selected to represent Cotter in the Academics, Arts, and
Athletics Award program. The Triple "A" Award is sponsored by the Minnesota State
High School League and goes to high school seniors who have a "B" or better grade
point average and who participate in League-sponsored athletic and fine arts activities.
Keane is currently the top ranked academic student at Cotter, a three-sport athlete
Michael Brickl
Maureen Keane
participating in Cross Country, Nordic Ski and Track & Field. She is a four-year school
band member, including four years with the Marching Band and three years in Jazz Band. Maureen has been on the
Student Council all four years, and is currently serving as President.
Michael Brickl is currently ranked second academically. He is a two-sport athlete participating in Cross Country and
Track & Field. Michael excels in band and has been a four-year member of the school band, Marching Band, and Jazz
Band. He also serves as the Senior Class Vice-President.

Fall Sports Wrap-up
Cross Country:

The Cotter girls cross country team enjoyed a successful season in
2005. Senior Maureen Keane ended her outstanding career advancing to
the state meet along with teammate Stephanie Smith ’08. In Keane's high
school career, she advanced to the state meet four times, twice making
All-State honors and again achieving All-State Academic honors. Keane
and Smith, along with freshman Sara Wasinger, earned All-Conference
honors. Emily Sharpe ’07 was selected Most Improved Runner for the
Off to the State Tournament: Coach, Mike Costello,
year. Gillian Rendahl ’07 received the Coach's Award for her dedication
Donny Wasinger, Maureen Keane, Stephanie Smith
and hard work. The Cotter girls finished the season with a strong fourth
and Coach, Dave Forney.
place finish in the Section 1A meet. With the core of young runners
returning, 2006 looks like it will be another exciting year.
Despite injuries to two top runners, which hurt the team at the conference and section meets, the Cotter boys
cross country team's 2005 season was marked by success at the meets and strong camaraderie and effort in training.
The team won one meet, the Elgin Invitational, and finished second in several others. The Ramblers were led by
seniors Michael Brickl, Joe Kilkus, and Andy Kuklinski, all of whom were examples of strong effort and sportsmanship.
Joe and Michael earned the Coach's Award for their dramatic improvement and continued dedication to the team.
Andy was co-Most Valuable Runner, he earned his third All-HVL honor, he was the individual champion at the Elgin
meet and he twice participated in the State meet. Donny Wasinger ’08, the other co-MVR, earned his second AllConference award and All-Section honors and a trip to the state meet. He ran a great race in Northfield, finishing
14th in Class A and earning All-State honors, this was the highest finish by a Cotter boy in many years. Aaron
Gernes ’07 also earned All-HVL status. Kyle Link ’07 was the Ramblers 3rd runner most of the season, until suffering
a season ending injury. Brian Conover ’09 made an impressive debut in the top seven as did Mike Johnson ’07.

Football:

The Cotter football team had a fantastic year as they finished as outright conference champions for the first time since
1979, (ties in 1995 and 2001) and as Section Runner-Up to Caledonia. The Ramblers finished the year with a 9-2
overall record and a number seven ranking in Class AA. It was a season full of exciting games that often came down
to the wire. There were also two offensive explosions in which the Ramblers twice scored 40 points
in the first half. The defense improved throughout the year and played its best football at the end of
the year. Season highlights included wins over Byron, Lake City (first win over the Tigers since 1996)
and a thrilling 35-29 win over Triton on the game's last play. The Ramblers had six All-Conference
players: seniors Jake Bauer and Chris Wolfe, juniors Jeff Gilbertson, Andrew Klinkner, and Sam Blank,
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and sophomore Patrick Bowlin. Wolfe was named the team's MVP and Top Offensive Player. Gilbertson received the
Top Defensive Player Award and Offensive Lineman of the Year. Isaac Chavez-Garza ’06 was named the team's Most
Dedicated Player. The Most Improved Players were seniors Tyler Malin and Jake Bauer. The team was captained by
Chavez-Garza and Joe Kohner ’06. Jake Wanek ’07 had a fantastic playoff performance as he rushed for 438 yards in
three games. The strong finish propelled Wanek to finish the year with 1,094 yards, the first Cotter back over 1,000
yards since 1988. Chris Wolfe ended the season with an amazing 21 Touchdowns. With only seven seniors graduating, hopes are high for a state tournament appearance in 2006.

Soccer:

The Cotter boys' varsity soccer team enjoyed a successful campaign in 2005, compiling a regular season record of
11-5-1. Their 8-2 conference record was good for second place in the HVL. After an opening round playoff win
against Schaeffer Academy, the Ramblers lost a hard fought 1-0 contest to Austin High School in the second round, a
game that could have gone either way. The real highlight of this team was the group of young men who worked very
hard all season long, both in practice and in matches. These student-athletes were great representatives of Cotter High
School! Several of our players garnered post- season
honors, highlighted by senior forward Zach Fricke's inclusion on the Honorable Mention All-State
team. Fricke was also named All-HVL, along with fellow seniors Brian Pederson and Ben
Nicklay and junior Derik Bischel. Pederson, our
goalkeeper, was honored by his teammates as MVP. Ross Heymans ’08 was voted
Most Improved Player, Kurt Bolstad ’07 was
named Best Defensive Player, and Paul
McCormick ’06 won the Tim Prusha
Leadership Award. Our captains for
2006 will be Derik Bischel ’07 and Khris
Grant ’07.
Led by a strong cast of senior players, the Cotter girls’ varsity soccer
team had a strong 2005 season,
finishing 10-9-1. The team
included its first international student: Ayana Miyazaki. One of the highlights included tying Lourdes High School and
playing tough against almost every opponent. Ayana Miyazaki, Jessi Larson, and Justine Lueck earned All-Conference
selection. In addition, each of the below players earned the following recognition by their teammates: Ayana Miyazaki,
team MVP; Renee Pecarina ’09, Unsung Hero; Tara Malewicki ’07, Most Team Spirit; Angie Kukowski ’07, Hardest
Worker. Coach Craig Junker earned the HVL’s Coach of the Year Award.

Girls Tennis:

Congratulations to Maurita Flo ’07 for receiving the Most Valuable Player award and for earning All-Conference. The
Most Improved Award went to Maggie Korder ’06 and Allison Gernes ’10 received the Hardest Worker Award.

Volleyball:

The Cotter volleyball team ended the season with an 8-15 record, doubling their wins from last season. The
Ramblers were lead by sophomore middle-hitter Jenny Gilbertson who had 301 kills this season. The highlight of our
season was making it to the sub-section semifinal at the Mayo Civic Arena. It was one of the best games the Cotter
volleyball team has played in recent years. It was truly a team effort. The future looks very bright for the Cotter volleyball program. Congratulations to All-Conference player, Jenny Gilbertson and All-Conference Honorable Mentions,
Devin Bowlin ’07 (Defensive Specialist) and Emma Napieralski ’07 (Middle Hitter). Congratulations to Lauren Belter
who capped off her senior season by being named the team's Most Improved Player.

Winter Sports Wrap-up
Co-op Sports:

Congratulations to Maureen Keane ’06 and Jens Brabbit ’07
who went to the nordic ski State Meet. Maureen placed
52nd in the 5K Classical and 21st in the 5K Freestyle. Jens
Brabbit took 34th place in the 5K Classical and 7th place in
Brianna & Alexis
Jens & Maureen
the 5K Freestyle. Brianna Wunderlich ’06 and Alexis Burnikel Mike & Aaron
’10 headed to gymnastics State Competition where the team took 6th place. Aaron Hayes ’06 and Mike Johnson ’07
headed to the State Meet with the boys swim team.
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Basketball:

Thee Cotter boys basketball team ended the year with a record of 23-7, including
a 14-2 mark in the HVL. The Ramblers won the Gold Division Title and the HVL
Conference Championship with a 61-40 win over Cannon Falls. The team also captured their division in the WSU Christmas Tournament with wins over Plainview
and Kingsland. In the subsection tournament Cotter defeated Wabasha-Kellogg and
Chatfield before losing to La Crescent. Three Ramblers, juniors Sam Blank and Jeff
Gilbertson and sophomore Patrick Bowlin, were named to the All-Conference
team. Sam was the leading scorer at 19 points per game, Patrick led the team in
rebounds and steals, Jeff had one of the leagues' highest field goal percentages, while junior guard David Leaf led
the team in assists. The four seniors, Jake Bauer, Joe Kohner, Tyler Malin, and Chris Wolfe, provided the team
with excellent leadership and effort. They will be missed and we wish them the best in all their future pursuits.
The freshman team had a successful year, the B team went undefeated, and with a strong returning group of
players, the future looks bright for Cotter basketball.
The Cotter girls basketball team set a school
record for wins in a season and finished with a 26-5
overall record. The Ramblers advanced to the State
Tournament and were defeated in the first round by
Minnesota Valley Lutheran, the state's only undefeated team. The Ramblers won the HVL Conference
Championship for the first time, won their third consecutive sub-section championship, and defeated
Kingsland for our first section title since 2001.
The
starting
line-up
consisted
of
only
one
senior,
Brooke
Beyer,
who
finished
her
Pat Bowlin, 2005 Winona Daily News
career as the schools all-time leader in three pointers. The other senior, Jessi
Sportsperson-of-the-year, is pictured
with his daughter, Devin ’06, who earned
Larson, was our first sub off the bench and sparked us with strong defense.
her 1000th career point this season.
Devin Bowlin and Jenny Gilbertson were named All-Conference and All-Sate
Honorable Mention. Bowlin set school records in assists and steals for a season, while Gilbertson averaged 18.5 ppg and seven rebounds. Sophomore Laura Erickson was second on the
team in scoring and rebounding. Junior Allison Kirkvold was a tremendous defensive player for the Ramblers.
With 11 of the 13 players returning, hopes are high for a return trip to state in 2007.

Dance:

Congratulations to the 2005-2006 Cotter dance team on going to state.
The dance team has continued its success this year with an award-winning performance, earning many first place finishes. With the help of the Cotter Athletic
Boosters, the dance team held its second dance invitational. Once again the
dance invitational was a huge success. We look forward to another successful
season next year.

Congratulations...

Special congratulations go out to our girls soccer coach, Dr. Craig Junker,
who won the Hiawatha Valley League Coach-of-the year. Athletic Director, football coach, girls basketball coach
and softball coach, Pat Bowlin received the 2005 Winona Daily News Sportsperson-of-the-year.

CORRECTION!

Thank you to Lara Kierlin ’91 for pointing out that Mahdi Omar ’89 won a state championship in Track & Field
in the 3200 with a time of 9:23:79. In the Annual Report we reported that Kyle Brandon was the first person to
win a state championship in Track & Field. Thank you for the correction.
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Band

Four members of the Cotter High School Band were selected to represent Cotter at the 57th Annual Dorian
Band Festival at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa on February 26 - 27, 2006. Joining over 600 high school musicians from four states were Cotter students Shubham Debnath' 07, bassoon; Rachel Wolfe ’07, bass clarinet;
Michael Brickl ’06, trumpet; and Aaron Gernes ’07, tuba. The students perform in the two 250-member concert
bands in the Grand Finale Concert at the Center for Faith and Life on the Luther College campus.
Congratulations to the students who
were selected to participate in this year's Hiawatha
Valley League All-Conference Honors
Band. Playing with the All-Conference band were
Michael Brickl ’06, Rachel Wolfe ’07,
Lindsey Roemer ’06, Shubham Debnath ’07, Joe
Kilkus ’06, Aaron Gernes ’07, and Paul
McCormick ’06. The selected students presented a
concert on Monday, November 14th
at Stewartville High School. The Honor Band is
under the direction of Richard Dufault,
retired band director from Waseca High
School, Waseca, Minnesota.

Choir

Jessica Roemer ’06, Kelly Brandon ’07, Katy
Quirk ’07 and Alex Nsengimana ’07 were
selected to participate in the University of
Wisconsin-Eau Claire Honors Choir
Festival. The Cotter choir members combined with
other selected students from area high
schools for a one day choral festival on Saturday,
October 8 at the University of Wisconsin-Eau
Claire campus. The Honors Festival Choir
rehearsed throughout the day and concluded with an
evening concert.
Choir students selected for the Hiawatha Valley League All-Conference Honors Choir were Katie Appelwick
’06, Jessica Roemer ’06, Brooke Beyer ’06, Kassy Kujak ’06, Seth Forney ’06, Alex Nsengimana ’07, Karl
Butenhoff ’08, and Ben Nicklay ’06. The selected Hiawatha Valley League High School All-Conference Honor
Music students presented a concert on Monday, November 14 at Stewartville High School. The Honor Choir
was under the guest direction of Juan Tony Guzman, director and teacher from Luther College, Decorah, Iowa.
Cotter High School was represented at the Minnesota State High School Music Listening Contest by a team
of students this year at the regional contest. Each team consists of three students. The regional contest was
held at Pine Island High School on Friday, January 20, 2006. Representing Cotter were Collin Van Ryan ’06,
Shawn Duffy ’09, and Shubham Debnath ’07. The Minnesota Music Listening Contest is designed to increase
awareness and appreciation of classical music. Teams are asked to identify various aspects of listening examples
such as the title, composer, dates, style, form, genre, or period. The contest is sponsored by Minnesota Public
Radio and the Minnesota Music Educator's Association.

Musical

The musical, "Little Shop of Horrors", is not for the
faint of heart. A man-eating plant and a sadistic dentist entertained the Winona audiences this fall. The
musical, directed by Mark Roeckers and Cathy
Snyder and choreographed by Katherine Gilmer,
featured many talented Cotter students. Some of
the students featured and their roles were Jess
Hoffert ’07 as Seymour Krelborn, Kelsy Schauer ’07
as Audrey, Tim Olstad ’08 as Mr. Mushnik, Alex
Conover ’07 played the role of Orin, the dentist
and Aaron Gernes ’07 was the voice of the plant,
Audrey II. The Shoo Bop Girls were Katy Quik ’07
as Ronnette, Kassy Kujak ’06 as Crystal, Annika Gunderson ’07, Jessica Roemer ’06, Gillian Rendahl ’08 and
Sarah Deering ’08.
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Campus Ministry

Four Masses, two prayer services, seven service leadership projects and over 200 students were involved in Cotter Campus
Ministry during the first semester of school. We are blessed to have so many talented and giving students who assist in our liturgies and prayer services. Students from the campus ministry class lead and coordinated hands on service leadership projects ranging from "Warming Winona" (a winter clothing drive), "Servir y Jungar" (Spanish for "Serve and Play" focused on collecting sports
equipment and athletic shoes for children in the Dominican Republic), "Earth Day" (30 students spent a Saturday morning cleaning up the Cotter adopt-a-highway), "Hugs Not Drugs" (a student-led panel talked to the freshman class about the importance of
staying away from drugs), "Movie Night" (students gathered at the dorm for munchies and a movie to help connect the Winona
students with the international students), "St. Anne's Helpers" (over 15 students spent a Saturday helping residents at St. Anne's
Hospice with games, chauffeuring residents to the different floors and conversing with the residents.) and "Keep on Giving" (collected money for the 10 Days of Giving and lead a student coalition to help sort food and create emergency food boxes after
the annual food drive). A testament to how our students love to give their time, talents and treasures to people in need is when
25 students spent their day off of school (President's Day) assisting our local Mother's of Preschooler's group during their annual
luncheon. These students ministered to the needs of over 85 children from 0-6 years old during this event!
These are a few examples of how Cotter is empowering our students to become disciples of Christ in the world today.

CCMP-Cross Cultural Ministry Program

The year has moved very quickly! It seems like it was just yesterday that the students were leaving on their summer service
trips. "We made a connection and had a fun time." Kelly Brandon ’07 knows that CCMP has taught her about giving of herself
while learning about others: "It has really taught me to look outside my own community and see how others are living."
Since raising money to go on the trips takes up so much time during the school year, gratitude needs to be shown to the
parents and kids who work so hard at making and selling pies, selling Butter Braids, candles, tickets for the fish fry and pancake
breakfast. They put in a lot of time and effort to earn their trips.
Thanks to a generous monetary donation from Jules and Jane Schneider, CCMP purchased its own wax melting pot so we
can now make more candles at one time and have a wider selection of scents. With the expertise and time donated by Mary
Ann Hartwich, we are putting it to work to make candles. Ms. Christina Toll has joined up with CCMP assisting with candle
making and sales.
Again this summer students will be going to New York and Chicago to work in homeless shelters and soup kitchens. A
new site was chosen, Mon Valley, Pennsylvania, where we will have the opportunity to serve the basic needs of residents and
we will have one group serving through YouthWorks in the Gulf Coast, Mississippi region. Thanks again to all those who give
their time, talent, and donations to help send these students and chaperones on life-changing trips where they not only learn
more about themselves, but gain a greater appreciation for their Winona community and roots. Students truly become the
hands and feet of God on these service-learning trips.
For more information, contact Alanna Duffy at aduffy@winonacotter.org or call 453-5039.

Speech Team

The 2006 Winona Cotter Speech team is back in action with a full schedule. Nineteen students are signed on, and
competing in various categories of public speaking and oral interpretation. Many of our students are first time team
members, and have been very enthusiastic and hard-working. The team will have competed in seven meets by season's
end, including some which pit us against class AA schools!

Student Council 2005-2006

The Student Council has been busy this year. The Annual Cotter Red Cross Blood Drive was held on March 9. In February,
we celebrated a fun Winterfest Week capped with a dance in the Hiawatha Room and Valentine's Day was celebrated through
the sale of sucker grams. The Student council also coordinated 3 successful charitable donations from the student body during
the first semester: the Ten Days of Giving Food Drive, the Katrina Relief Drive to help our sister school in Biloxi through the sale
of string bracelets they made, and finally the sale of Christmas bulbs for the Rwandan orphanage which raised over $1000.
An ongoing program the Council sponsors is a Spirit Contest between the different classes, where points can be earned by
the classes attending a variety of school-sponsored activities. Weekly, we continue to put on Tuesday Trivia. where students try
to win donuts for their homeroom by answering theme trivia questions that are read over the loud speaker. This contest is one
of the most anticipated events throughout the week.
In April, we will begin preparing for Student Council elections. It has been a fun year with excellent leadership.
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Cotter High School and Junior High School made a
commitment to help Mercy Cross High School of Biloxi,
Mississippi. The destruction levied by Hurricane Katrina
left the school condemned. Since September, Cotter students have raised well over $10,000 for Mercy Cross
High School. From Cotter High School magazine sales to
the Cotter Junior High School dress down days, various
fund raisers have produced many blessings due to our
students' generosity. Bishop
Harrington personally presented a
$10,000 contribution to the principal of Mercy Cross High School.
One of our duties at Cotter is to
help students to realize a sense of
responsibility for those who are
suffering. Clearly, Cotter students
care about making a difference in
the lives of others and we thank
them for their generosity.

wooden playground pieces were replaced with safer
Little Tykes pieces and other pieces on the playground
were also refurbished.
Michael Brickl's project consisted of the removal of old
cabinets and the finishing and installation of new cabinets in
the school library at St. Mary's Parish. New cabinets were
built and refinished and then installed to replace the previous ones to give the library a new and improved look.
Cotter is proud to have four students in one year be awarded
such a high honor and again wishes to congratulate these Scouts for
their outstanding achievement!

Maggie Korder spearheaded the
Warming up Winona project for
her service leadership project. With
the help of volunteers, she collected warm clothes for the Winona
community. The outcome of this
Congratulations to Cotter High
Ms. Duffy, Jens Brabbit ’07 and James Marek ’09 project was a huge success. On the
wishing Phil Feiten ’48 off as he travels to Mercy first day of the collection all barrels
School seniors Austin Nelson,
Cross High School in Biloxi, MS. to help with the were full. There was such a good
Michael Brickl, Kyle Johnstone, and
rebuiling effort.
turn out of clothes she was able to
junior Justin Loeffler who were all
donate generously to two organizaawarded the Eagle Scout badge this
tions, Grace Place and Volunteer Services. They shared the
past year. Becoming an Eagle Scout is no easy task, as it is
items with an Indian reservation that had about a hundred
the highest level that a Boy Scout can achieve. To attain
children without warm clothes for this winter.
this honor, a scout must earn 12 merit badges and orga"Warming up Winona" was such a joy
nize a service project which would
for Maggie who felt she was making a
include 70 hours of service to benefit
difference, giving to her community.
the local community. The scout must
One of the main reasons why this
then present the project to the Eagle
project was a success was because it
Board of Review for approval.
met the three goals of youth ministry.
Austin Nelson's project was to build
The first goal is to foster the total
330 phones from PVC pipes that
personal and spiritual growth of each
would help children in the local comyoung person. By giving the volunteers
munity learn to read by allowing them
a way to give to others, they were
to hear the different sounds their
Congratulatons to Cotter students
able
to grow personally and spiritually.
words make. He raised more money
Austin Nelson ’06, Justin Loeffler ’07,
Second is to draw young people to
than he needed to finance his project
Michael Brickl ’06 and Kyle Johnstone ’06
who earned their Eagle Scout badge
responsible participation in the life,
and donated the rest to his troop for
this year.
mission, and work of the faith comfuture Eagle Scout projects.
munity. Simply drawing them to parJustin Loeffler's project was to refurticipate in something that is for the good of others in
bish the back entrance of Grace Place Market Square.
their faith community helps them become responsible
Volunteers removed weeds, cleaned debris, blocked the
participants.
old basement entrance to make the area safer and
The third goal is to empower young people to live as disrepainted the entire building. After raising enough donaciples of Jesus in the world today. Empowering them to
tions from local businesses, Loeffler and volunteers also
do service work just as Jesus would have helps them to
built a deck over the old basement entrance.
live as a disciple of Jesus.
Kyle Johnstone's project gave a new look to the playCongratulations to Maggie who, because of this project,
ground at St. Mary's Primary School. Johnstone said the
won the Tomorrow's Leaders Scholarship through Saint
old wooden playground equipment volunteers removed
Mary's University of Minnesota.
was the same equipment he played on as a child. The
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Educational Spotlight
Dr. Junker explained in his letter that Math and Science are crucial subjects for students in our changing world.
Cotter is proud to offer several opportunities to prepare students for their future. Cotter's Minnesota
Academy of Math and Science (MAMS) offers Robotics as one such class.
Six computer stations with NQC (Not Quite "C"), a teacher with his PhD, and an investment of over $8,000
to-date for equipment, has provided the opportunity for a class in Robotics at Cotter. This semester marks the
5th time Dr. Mark Ordal and his 11 Cotter students embark on this unique educational opportunity where each
student advances at their own pace to learn how to design and program robots. "The Definitive Guide to Lego
Mindstorms" is their text and Dr. Ordal is their guide (or their "human debugger" as he calls himself). Students
learn about sensors and how these sensors allow properly programmed robots to do what you want them to.
Self-motivation, an inquisitive mind, love-for-a-challenge and pre-knowledge in computer science is a must.
Cotter realizes the importance of math and science for today's students. Dr. Ordal explains that the underpinnings of technology are math and science. This class offers
a first exposure to making their computer programming do
something in the "real world" vs. programming within the confines of the computer itself. In other words - Cotter students
are taking a computer, a sensor, a book and some motionless
legos and programming and manipulating them to make them
"come alive". Working in groups of three, students learn to
use their combined talents to get through all the robot "equations" in the text. Students cover 14 distinct robots, most of
which have several phases of improvement to their programming or mechanical design.
Mike Brickl '06, and his teammates have found much success
One of Mike, Paul and Kyle's successful projects, the scanbot, dividing the duties and accomplishing the book tasks. Their
senses and follows light from a flashlight in the darkness.
goal is to get through the book early so that they can work on
extra projects, like the Rubik's Cube solver robot that was
attempted by a past Robotics team, including Eric Eifealdt '02. With Mike perfecting the programming and his
partners, Paul McCormick '06 and Kyle Johnstone '06 assembling the robots, they have a system that has
helped them quickly excel. "We get to live the eight-year-old dream as 18 year-olds" brags Brickl. Although it
may sound like all fun-n-games, this class is one that truly prepares students for an educational path and career
in engineering or experimental science. Brickl hopes to get a post-graduate degree in engineering after planning for an undergraduate degree in physics. The benefits to students interested in engineering are especially
important as engineering curriculum often includes simple robots. With Robotics behind his belt, Brickl is well
on his way to being prepared for his goals.
Eric Eifealdt '02, who took half a semester to build the robot that should be able to solve Rubik's Cube, is
still waiting for the Cotter student who is able to complete
the programming and testing of it. We wait to see if Brickl's
team will accomplish this feat. "To me, the Robotics class
was the first step towards my future Electrical Engineering
degree." Eifealdt relected. "Robotics is a complex field as you
not only have to write programs to perform some set of
tasks, but you also have to build a framework that can physically do the required tasks. As tough of a course as it is, it is
also fun. There is no greater sense of accomplishment than
seeing something that you have created work like it should."
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Alumni Update
Betty (Tust) ’46 & Frank Jaszewski celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in October 2005.
Phil Feiten ’48 was awarded with the Spirit of Winona Award on November 16, 2005. He also drove to Biloxi, MS, with
refrigerated crates on top of his car, to help rebuild the community.
Al Smith ’48 was inducted into the Minnesota Amateur Baseball Hall of Fame on September 17, 2005.
Ron Dreas ’50 & Helene Dreas ’50 celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary with their family this year.
Grace (Rogalla) Zimmerman ’54 & Mark celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in July 2005.
Bob Wooden ’57 & Carol (Breza) Wooden ’58 celebrated the birth of their 3rd "Winona Wooden" grandchild.
Tom Kukowksi ’57 has been an athletic booster member since 1964 and athletic Booster treasurer since 1970.
Alice (Schwertel) Brenengen ’58 celebrated the birth of their first great-grandson in July 2005.
M. Phyllis Cunningham ’61 has been very busy being active with "Grandmothers against the War".
Bev Cashman ’70 has been named in "Who's Who of American Teachers" and "Who's Who of American Women."
Margaret (Foegen) Karsten ’74 wrote her third book, Management, Gender, and Race in the 21st Century, published in
December 2005. Marge is a professor of Management & Human Resource Management and Coordinator of the Print
Distance Education Program in the Department of Business and Accounting at the University of Wisconsin-Platteville.
Darrin Mohan ’90 became the Arcadia, WI Postmaster on January 9, 2006. He is only the 23rd Postmaster since Arcadia
opened a post office in1858.
Heather Cichanowski ’91 & Bill Kueper were married in September 2005.
David Flynn ’91 has been nominated to receive a Fulbright grant to France in biology. His research will be at the Pasteur
Institute and the focus will be on developing a bivalent vaccine.
Justin Barrientos ’94 won a Communicator Award for
Broadcast/Cable On-Air talent and a Bronze Telly Award for
the Film/Video - Sports category for a football piece he did
with Winona State University.
Monique Kierlin ’94 is currently a Ph.D. student in Genetics at
Duke University. Monique is engaged to be married in
September of 2006 in Winona.
Sara Slaggie Poulos & Greg Poulos Wedding

Sara Slaggie ’95 and Greg Poulos were married in October
2005 in the Chapel of St. Mary of the Angels.

Anthony Piscitiello ’96 graduated from Saint Mary's University of Minnesota in 2000 with a major in Politics & a minor in
Philosophy, volunteered in New York City with the De LaSalle Christian Brothers and is now married and living in NYC
working in a bank located in midtown Manhattan.
Jessica Rivers ’96 & Jason Stender were married in October 2005.
Beth Byron ’97 is currently doing bio-research at the University of
Connecticut. She is taking environmental law courses and has
joined the CT Conservation Association.
Murl Landman ’97 & Sarah (Marek) Landman ’00 were
married on September 24, 2005 in the Chapel of St. Mary
of the Angels.
Peter Schneider ’98 & Laura Devereaux are engaged to
be married.
Murl Landman & Sarah Marek Landman Wedding
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Alumni Update
Class Reunions:

• Plans are in progress for the Class of 1956 to celebrate its 50th class
reunion over Labor Day weekend (September 1-2-3, 2006). Contacts
are Mary June Zbylicki, 763-420-7267 or maryz@zarebasystems.com
and Jim Ives, 507-454-4021 or grpbones@hbci.com.
• The 1966 reunion will take place on July 21 & 22, 2006. There will
be an informal gathering on July 21, 2006 at Bub's Brewery, lower
level starting at 8:00 p.m. On Saturday, July 22, 2006 they will start
Class of 1970 reunion attendees
their formal gathering with a Mass at St. Mary's University Chapel at
6:00 pm. A social hour at St. Mary's University Toner Center will follow along with dinner and socializing.
For more information please contact David Brom at 8608 West River Rd, Brooklyn Park, MN 55444,
763-560-8845 or email at bahamamama3@comcast.net

Class of 1980 reunion attendees

• The 1996 reunion is being planned by Heath Luehmann. You can
reach Heath at: Heath@Cotter96.com with any questions or suggestions. A possible weekend is during Cotter Homecoming 2006,
September 22 - 23. Please visit: www.Cotter96.com to get the latest
on your class reunion. Spread the word to other classmates and get
ready for some fun!

• The class of 1970 had their reunion on July 29-31, 2005. There was an “Ice Breaker” at Bub’s Brewing
Company on Friday evening. On Saturday morning. some of them went out to the airport to fly “low and
slow” in a 2-seat powered parachute. Their honored guest was Fr. Paul Nelson.
• The Cotter class of 1980 held their reunion on July 22-24, 2005. They had a informal gathering Friday evening
at the Green Mill and were later treated to a moonlight cruise on the river by Joe & Kristian Holien. On
Saturday they enjoyed a dinner at Signatures Restaurant and on Sunday there was a family picnic at Lake
Laconne in Goodview. 33 classmates attended. A good time was had by all.
Keep your eyes on our website, winonacotter.org, for updated information on class reunions. If you would like
to have your class reunion information posted on our website and in our next publication please contact
Margaret Gernes at mgernes@winonacotter.org or Katrina Klink at kklink@winonacotter.org.

Minnehaha Academy

Jill (Beyer) Kieser ’96, Angela Broadwater
’98, and Mary (Costello) Fitch ’95 are
having a good time while supporting
their alma mater.
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Thanks to all alumni, parents, students and
friends who joined Cotter basketball teams in a
night of basketball and fun at Minnehaha
Academy on February 4! There was a Cotter
Alumni and Friends Reception in the Minnehaha
Academy Campus Room between the varsity
games. This was an excellent opportunity to
reunite with classmates and friends while getting
a glimpse of the latest happenings at Cotter. An
informal gathering was hosted at O’Gara’s Bar
and Grill following the games for those over 21.
We hope to see you all there next year!

Dustin Bouldon ’05, Beth Evanson ’05 &
Amy Sobolewski ’05 showing their support
and creative spirit.

Alumni Update
Hall of Fame

In 2004, Cotter High School proudly established an Athletic Hall of Fame to
honor the school’s rich athletic history. We are happy to introduce the newest
members to our Hall of Fame. On Saturday, October 8, 2005 we inducted Pete
Walski ’52, Bob Welch ’53, Doug Luebbe ’77, Mark Bambenek ’79, Catherine
Wadden Puzak ’80 and Winona's own voice of Winona Athletics, Chuck
WIlliams (Honorary Alumnus.) These six individuals were recognized at a Hall of
Fame Induction banquet in their honor at the John Nett Recreation Center.The
2006 Hall of Fame Induction is scheduled for October 7, 2006. Please contact
the Development office to RSVP for the big event.
If you would like to nominate individuals for the 2007 Athletic Hall of Fame,
please visit our website at winonacotter.org and download a nomination form
and criteria list.

Alumni Career Day

L to R: Bob Kierlin ’57, Monique Kierlin ’94,
Fr. William Kulas ’66 and Greg Wohletz ’86

Back Row (L to R): Pete Walski ’52, Doug Luebbe ’77
& Catherine Wadden Puzak ’80
Front Row (L to R): Chuck Williams, Mark Bambenek
’79 & Joan Welch representing Bob Welch ’53

On February 14, 2006 Cotter High School welcomed back
alumni as guest speakers for the annual Cotter Alumni
Career Day. Speakers included: Monique Kierlin ’94 who
graduated from Stanford University with a B.A. in Human
Biology and a concentration in Genetics. Kierlin is currently
working toward her Ph.D. in Genetics at Duke University
where she is studying the use of gene therapy in an attempt
to correct the blood disease, sickle cell anemia. Greg
Wohletz ’86, graduated from St. Thomas University and
went on to study at the William Mitchell College of Law.
Wohletz is currently in private practice here in Winona at
the Wohletz Law Office. Father William Kulas ’66, was
ordained in 1974. He received his M.A. in Theology and
earned his license in Cannon Law. Currently Father Kulas is
Pastor at St. Felix Church in Wabasha, MN. Thank you to
our guests who took the time to speak to students about
their lives and careers.

Alumni Achievement Award

Congratulations to Senator Bob Kierlin ’57 who was awarded the 2006
Alumni Achievement Award during the Alumni Career Day event. The Alumni
Achievement Award recognizes outstanding Cotter alumni who have been successful in the areas of science, education, humanities, business, church, and/or
community. The Cotter Administration and Board of Directors seek to recognize graduates from all walks of life - Ramblers who are doing great things in
remarkable ways.
Bob Kierlin exemplifies everything the Achievement Award represents with
his remarkable contributions to the Winona community and greater Minnesota.
Kierlin founded the Fastenal Company, which employs many members of the
local community, and was also elected to the Minnesota State Senate.
Senator Kierlin has held various titles and positions of leadership and continues to "pave the way" today. Cotter High School would like to thank him for all
of the efforts he has made to improve our school community as well as the
local community. The Cotter administration and board are proud to have him
represent the Ramblers as a role model for students.

Bob Kierlin ’57
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What’s Ramblin’
Cotter’s Calendar of Events
April 3

School resumes–4th quarter begins

May 6

CHS Junior-Senior Prom

April 4

Sub-section Solo-ensemble Contest at
Elgin-Millville

May 11

April 6

Percussionfest Concert in St. Cecilia
Theatre at 7:30 pm

CHS Pops Concert–St. Joseph’s
Award presentation at 7:00 pm in
Barb Bischel Memorial Gym

May 18

CJHS Pops Concert in the John
Nett Rec Center

May 30June 1

Semester Exams

June 1

Last day of school

June 4

Baccalaureate Mass and Graduation
Ceremony at St. Mary’s University
at 1:00 pm

June 26

Cotter Golf Classic Tournament

July

CCMP mission trips

Aug 28

First day of school

Sept 11

CCMP/Devine Golf Tournament

April 7

HVL Jazz Clinic in Cannon Falls

April 7-8

CJHS Musical

April 14-17

Easter Break-No School

April 20

UW-EC and CHS Choir Concert in the
Chapel at 7:30 pm

April 22

Cotter Auction 5:00 pm at 360 Vila St

April 24

CHS Jazz-fest Concert in St. Cecilia
Theatre at 7:30 pm

April 27

NHS Induction Mass at 3:00 pm in Chapel

April 30

CCMP Pancake Breakfast-St. Mary's
Church

May 3

CHS Show Choir Concert in St. Cecilia
Theatre at 7:30 pm

If you have Cotter ideas that you would like to see in future publications, please contact Margaret Gernes at
453-5100 or email at mgernes@winonacotter.org.
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