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A Letter from the President 
 

 

 

Spring 2017 

 

Dear Cotter Community, 

 

With the closing of the 2016-17 academic year, Cotter has completed its 106th 

continuous year of providing secondary education to Winona area students and 

beyond.  We have a long and rich history of faith-centered academic excellence 

of which to be proud. And we are already planning for our 107th year! 

 

With this issue of Ramblins, you can read about some of the many events, 

happenings, activities, and accomplishments of both our current students and 

alumni. As you will see, our students are busy people – both while at Cotter and 

after. Cotter students work hard, play hard, and excel! Enjoy reading about them. 

And send us news and information about YOU and your Cotter students. 

 

The faculty and administration of Cotter Schools work hard each day to continue 

the proud heritage upon which we stand. We also look forward to a bright 

future. We continue to instill in today’s students the same values and beliefs that 

have endured for more than a century – respect, integrity, and compassion.  Help us keep our Cotter Community vibrant.  We need 

YOU!  

 

 Come back and visit 

 Contribute to our annual appeal 

 “Like” us on Facebook 

 Follow us on Twitter - @cotterschools or @SrJudy_Cotter 

 Send news about your family to our Development Office  

 Pray for our students, teachers, and benefactors   

 

Cotter Schools has always had one primary goal – to help our students grow to their full God-given potential.  We know that the 

source and goal of all growth is our loving God, and we pray for you and your loved ones in the words of St. Paul: 

 

“Out of God’s infinite glory may you be strengthened in your inner self, so that Christ may dwell in 

your heart through faith. May you be rooted in love and built on love, so that, together with all of 

God’s holy people, you may grasp the breadth, the length, the height and depth of Christ’s love, and 

be filled with the utter the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:16-20) 

 

Happy reading – and GO RAMBLERS! 

 

 

 

Sister Judith Schaefer, O.P., PhD 

President, Cotter Schools 

$10,000 

$30,000 

$50,000 

$70,000 

$90,000 

2016-2017 
Annual Appeal  

Cotter Schools has raised $81,218.50 to date during the 2016-2017 Annual Appeal!  Thank you to the 
269 donors who have helped us reach this point!  
Our goal is $100,000—Help us get there! 
 
Please consider donating to our 2016-2017 annual appeal to ensure that Cotter Schools is here for the 
children of Winona for decades to come. There are three ways to donate this year and you can choose 
the method easiest for YOU!  
 

1. Donate online at http://bidpal.net/COTTER 
 
2. NEW! Text 2 Give. Simply text COTTER to 243725 and follow the instructions in the 
link that will be sent to your cellphone. 
 
3. Send your donation via US Mail to 1115 W Broadway, Winona MN 55987 

1                                  14 

http://bidpal.net/COTTER


 

 

Cotter Community Partners 

Table of Contents 

A letter from the President—Sister Judith Schaefer, O.P., PhD………………………..1 

Cotter Community Partners…………………………………………………………………2 

International Alumni Success—Li-Wei Tseng, Class of 2013…………...……………….3 

1977 Boys’ Basketball State Champions…………………………………………………….4 

Alumni News……………………………………………………………………..………..5—6 

Alumni Spotlight—Arran Davis, Class of 2007………………………………..….......7—8 

2016-2017 Year In Review………………………………………………...……………..9—10 

Founder’s Day—De La Salle Christian Brothers………………………………………..11 

Collaboration with Catholic education in Winona……………………………………..11 

Dates to Note………………………………………………………………………………...12 

Cotter Throwback Pictures……………………………………………………………..…13 

Annual Appeal Update……………………………………………...………………………14 

Cotter Throwback Pictures  

                                              2 



 

 

Li-Wei Tseng graduated from Cotter Schools as 

Salutatorian in 2013 and is currently attending 

University of California Los Angeles (UCLA), set 

to graduate in spring 2017. After graduating 

from UCLA, he will begin working as a Software 

Engineer at Microsoft HQ in August. In four 

years of college, he interned at six companies as 

a software engineer, including Disney and five 

startup companies. He is currently the Vice 

President of UCLA ACM (Association of 

Computing Machinery), the largest student-run 

Computer Science organization in Southern 

California. Li-Wei aspires to be an entrepreneur 

in the future, but Microsoft will be his focus to 

start.  

 

Besides being busy at college, he has 

represented Cotter Schools in Taiwan as a 

keynote speaker for Welcome Consulting Inc. 

and a guest on a national Taiwanese radio show. 

His keynote speech addressed his experience 

being an international student at Cotter Schools 

and at a U.S. university. Li-Wei discussed his 

current internship, high school life at Cotter and 

his experience choosing a major in college. 

 

Li-Wei credits Cotter for teaching him how to 

make difficult decisions. He is deeply grateful for 

the education he received.  

 

We wish Li-Wei the best of luck as he begins his 

career at Microsoft! 

International Alumni Success 

Li-Wei Tseng, Class of 2013 

Dat e s  t o  No t e  

Class of 1957 
Friday, August 11 & Saturday, August 12 

Contact: Bob Kierlin bkierlin@fastenal.com  
 

Classes of 1959, 1960 & 1961 
Saturday, September 9 

5:30pm at The American Legion 
Class of 1959 Contact: Carol Dennis 507-452-0229 

Class of 1960 Contact: Mary Ann Moore 507-454-3748 
Class of 1961 Contact: Joanne Kleinschmidt 507-452-1824 

 
Class of 1997  

Contact: Sarah Speltz at sarahspeltz@gmail.com 

Cotter Homecoming Week  
October 9 - 13, 2017  

39th Annual Cotter Auction  
April 28, 2018  

Cla s s  Reunion s  

3                                           12 



 

 

On Wednesday, November 16th, Cotter Schools celebrated its third annual Founder's Day. Cotter Schools was founded in 1911 by 
Bishop Patrick Heffron and named in honor of Bishop Joseph Cotter (1844-1909), the first bishop of the Diocese of Winona. This 
year's celebration included an all-school convocation where we remembered and celebrated the dedication and vision of the De La 
Salle Christian Brothers, the first teachers and administrators of Cotter High School (1911-1952).  

Founder’s Day 

De La Salle Christian Brothers 

Cotter Collaborates with Saint Mary’s University 
& Winona Area Catholic Schools 

Cotter Schools is proud to enter into a collaboration memorandum with Saint Mary's University and Winona Area Catholic Schools 
as they formally commit to the joint effort of supporting Catholic education in Winona. This agreement is an understanding to 
promote the values and purposes of Catholic education. The three entities (WACS, Cotter Schools and Saint Mary's University) will 
provide services to one another in the areas of professional development, faith formation, and fostering a shared commitment to 
community needs. The schools will work to enhance collaborative programs that already occur on an individual basis as well as 
introduce and facilitate new initiatives.  

1977 Boys’ Basketball 
State Champions 

In 1977, the Cotter Ramblers boys’ basketball team, led by legendary coach John Nett, won the Minnesota class A State 
championship. 
 

The Ramblers were led by hall of fame coach John Nett, and featured a starting line-up of sophomore Mark Bambenek at center, 
junior Steve Nett and senior Doug Luebbe at forward and senior guards John Davis and Tom Van Deinse, and a solid bench, with 
Dave Luebbe, Jeff Rivers and others playing key roles. 
 

The team had many strengths, some of which were a balanced line-up, defense, team play, and coaching.  The distinctive t-shirt 
jerseys that look like Penn State football uniforms and canvas high-tops were indicative of their no-nonsense style of play. 
 

“We had several strengths in our teams at Cotter. First, we had one of the best high school coaches in the state, who instilled in his 
teams pride in defense, rebounding, and working for a good shot on every possession,” Nett said. 
 

Coach Nett was the first Minnesota coach to reach 500 wins.  A dominant trait of his coaching was his consistency “Things never 
changed. He was the same way every day in practice as he was in a game and we did the same things the same way all the time. So 
there were not a lot of surprises or ups and downs you knew what you were getting with Coach Nett,” Bambenek said. 
 

“Coach Nett was a legend even then.  We knew he was special and trusted him completely.  He emphasized team play over 
individual play, and discipline both on offense and defense.  He was a great mentor and teacher.  I appreciate him more with each 
passing year,” Davis said. 
 

“The thing I’ll always remember is that I thought he made practices much harder than the games.  He was critical of all of us - 
starters or subs, on the mistakes we made, and what we needed to do better,” Luebbe said. 
 

“Playing for my dad was a great experience. I’d be lying if I said playing for him was no different than playing for anyone else. At 
first it seemed a little different, but I soon found out that I was treated just like anyone else on the team. He would get on me for 
not blocking out, missing an open cutter or not setting a good pick, just like he would do for anyone,” Nett said. 
 

There were certain games that still stand out for the players. Cotter had some close games on their road to state. They beat Lake 
City 40-39 in the District 3 championship game and topped Dodge Center 43-40 in the Region 1A championship. 
 

The game that stands out most strongly might be the one point victory over Lake City in the district championship game. “Lake City 
featured probably the best athlete we faced that year, Randy Breuer,” Davis said. Breuer was the Tigers’ 7’3″ center, who would 
later play for the University of Minnesota before being selected by the Milwaukee Bucks with the 18th pick in the 1983 NBA Draft. 
  

The game has changed in 40 years, but most people who have watched a lot of basketball know this 1977 team would have been 
successful in any era. “Playing basketball at Cotter was such a great experience. Coach Nett taught us not only basketball but also 
life skills that would benefit us throughout our lives. He taught us how to win and be humble and how to be gracious after a loss. 
He taught us how teamwork, dedication and hard work would pay off in the long run. And he taught us how to ‘box out.’ I 
remember coming back to Winona to play pickup games for many years after I graduated and there would always be a handful of 
former Cotter players on the court. Usually at some point during the game there would be a missed shot and three or four former 
Cotter players would all ‘box out’ their man and the ball would harmlessly fall to the floor. We’d all look up at each other and say 
‘Big John’ would be proud.” Nett said. 
 

All the players noted that there was a definite joy in playing the game at that time in their life. “I remember an outpouring of 
community pride in our championship.  For example, upon our return following the state tournament, the Winona Fire Department 
fire engines met our team on the outskirts of town.  All team members rode through the streets of Winona on a fire 
engine,” Davis said. 
 

“High school basketball was some of the most fun times of our lives…” Bambenek said. “In 
one way it seems like another lifetime ago. On the other hand it seems like yesterday we 
were stepping on the bus to head to the Cities for the tournament.” 
 
Written by Thomas Row, Cotter senior staff writer for the Cotter Chronicle 
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Alumni News 
Sara (Strauss ‘01) and Brian Thomas (’01) welcomed their first child, Connor Robert, on 5/29/2016.  
Congratulations to the Strauss and Thomas families and Happy 1st Birthday, Connor! 

Michael Ratajczyk ('99) was recently accepted onto the Harvard Business Review Advisory Council. He is also the M.S. Program Director 
and Assistant Professor of Business in the Business Intelligence and Analytics program at St. Mary's University. In addition, he is leading 

a group of college students to China to learn more about international economics and finance. This is the inaugural trip from SMU. 

Matt Schrupp (’14) and Kenny Kirkvold (’13) competed in the indoor track meet at UW-Stout 
the last weekend of January. Matt runs long distance for UW- Eau Claire and  

Kenny is a thrower for UMD where he also plays football. 

Mary Horton (‘10) was accepted into the Doctorate of Philosophy program at UC Berkeley Schoolof Public Health.  
Congratulations, Mary! 

Mark (’00) and Ericha Gudmastad welcomed Ingrid Linda on 4/20/17 in Seattle, WA. Proud grandparents are the 
unforgettable band director, Dave (Mr. G) Gudmastad, and the beloved WACS teacher, Linda Gudmastad. 

Jeff Blahnik, ('96), was named Associate Provost for Strategic Enrollment Planning at the University of Oklahoma. He also serves as 
Executive Director of Admissions and Recruitment. Jeff and his wife, Ruthy, live in Norman, OK,  

with their three children; Molly (6), Charlie (3), and Maeve (1). 

Lt. Jacob Kuehl ('99) returned home in December from a "Round the Globe" 9 month deployment. Lt. 
Kuehl traversed the Atlantic Ocean, through the Mediterranean Sea, Indian Ocean, and Pacific Ocean, and 
finally through the Panama Canal back to the Atlantic for the final leg. Port calls included Dubai, 
Singapore, Hawaii, San Diego, and Panama with the Roosevelt Strike Group. Jake's wife, Sara, and his 
daughters, Makenna and Brooklyn, were pier side for his homecoming.  
Thank you for your service, Lieutenant! 

 MODEL LEGISLATURE 

 Organized by Minnesota State Representative Gene Pelowski each year as a re-creation of the Minnesota legislative 
process.  

 This year, twelve students participated: Seniors: Zoey Aune, Aidan Beckman, Steve Hadaway, Peter Kauphusman, Patrick 
Michener, Andre Russeau, and Maddie Walters.  Freshmen: Anne Galke, Viva Graff, Mikaela Mohr, Hunter Ramsden 

 Aidan Beckman was elected as President Pro Tempore of the Senate, while Steve Hadaway and Patrick Michener served as 
committee chairs. 

 VOLLEYBALL 

 8-19 overall (3-9) 

 MVP: Mari Crowley 

 Most Improved: Aspen Jerowski 

 Rookie of the Year: Isabel Northrup 

 Rambler Award: Julia Greshik and  
 Nicole Duellman 

 All-Conference: Gabby Bowlin 

 All-Conference Honorable Mention: 
Mari Crowley and Natalie Smith 

 HOCKEY 

 2-22 (0-6-0) 

 Meat Grinder Award: 
Matt King 

 Matt Strelow Award: 
Justin Waldera.  

 All- Conference: Andre 
Russeau 

 GIRLS BASKETBALL 

 17-11 (14-3) 2nd place in the 3 Rivers Conference 

 Upset #1 seed 3rd ranked defending state champs PEM 54-52 

 Gabby Bowlin 4 time all-conference/career leading scorer 1493- 
single game record 35 pts twice 

 All-Conference: Jane Koll, Josie Huelskamp, Gabby Bowlin 

 All-Conference Honorable Mention: Isabel Northrup 

 MVP: Gabby Bowlin 

 Ramber Award: Allison Beyerstedt and  
 Olivia Flanagan 

 Most Improved: Wren Dieterman 

 GYMNASTICS 

 3-4-2 (2-3) 

 Cotter gymnasts:  
Julia Greshik & Adamary Rosas 

 WRESTLING 

 Jack Vaselaar 3rd place in Class AA 
at state in 132 lbs- All-State, All-
Conference, 100 Win Plaque, Most 
Valuable Wrestler award 

 Tyler Nachitgal- Rookie of the Year 
award 

 SPEECH 

 3 Rivers Conference Champs (3rd year in a row) 

 Sub-section 1A-1 title and Section 1A runner up 

 State participants: Aidan Beckman in Great Speeches, Miriam Ellis in Informative, David French in Original Oratory, 
Hunter Ramsden in Humorous Interpretation, and Tyler Nachtigal and Sam Wantock in Duo Interpretation. 

 SCIENCE FAIR 

 18 participants-9 went to state 

 State participants include (7th grade) Grace Finnerty, Allison French, Grace Menke, 
Megan Morgan, (8th grade) Morgan Arnold, Hannah Graff, Lexi Hadaway, Jordan 
Rollinger, and Aubrey Williams. 

 US Navy awards went to Cameron Meier and Ian Modjeski, Creativity awards to 
Grace Menke and James Greshik, Broadcom Masters awards to Megan Morgan and 
Grace Finnerty, and the American Psychological Association award to Megan Morgan.  

 STATE: Megan Morgan and Morgan Arnold won Bronze Medals (top 15%) and Grace 
Finnerty won silver (top 10%). Megan won the DiaSorian Award and Grace won the 
Seagate Rising Star Award 

 FOOTBALL 

 0-9-0 

 MVP Offense: Noah Nachtigal, MVP:  Josh Salwey, 
Most Improved: Peter Kauphusman, Rambler 
Award: Noah Nachtigal, 

 All-District: Josh Salwey 

 Honorable Mention All-District: Noah Nachtigal, 
Zach Schell, Austin Griffin 

 TRACK 

 MVP: Claire Nichols 

 Most Improved: Fatima Mota 

 Rambler Award: Olivia Flanagan 

 MVP: Austin Kerrigan 

 Most Improved: Timothy Zehr 

 Rambler Award: 
Bryant Gernes 

 All Conference: 
Aubrey Williams 
and Bryant 
Gernes 

Year  in  Rev i ew  
 BOYS SOCCER 

 12-5-1 (6-2-0) 3 Rivers Conference Champs! 

 MVP Offense: Patrick Michener, MVP Defense: 
Bryant Gernes, Most Improved: Waheed 
Ahmadzai, Rambler Award: Daniel Dardenas-
Suarez 

 All-Conference: Daniel Dardenas-Suarez, 
Bryant Gernes, Patrick Michener, 
Parker Nelton, Faisal Baz 

 All-Conference Honorable 
Mention: Cade Espy, Justin Waldera, 
Waheed Ahmadzai 

 GOLF 

 Cade 
Espy & 
Justin 
Franz 
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Dr. Kaitlin Marg (‘09) graduated from the University of Minnesota with 
her Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine degree! Congratulating her are  
Calli (‘15), Heather (‘07) and Blake (‘12). Mom Nancy is also a  
Cotter alum - Class of 1979. Kaitlin is working at Waukon Veterinary 
Services, Waukon, IA. 

Angela (Broadwater ’98) and Steve Norton welcomed daughter, Caroline, on 2/12/17.  
Big sister, Marie, was eagerly awaiting her baby sister’s arrival.   
Proud grandparents are John & Joan Broadwater—longtime Cotter & WACS employees! 

Sr. Virginia Pellowski (‘56) is celebrating her 60th anniversary as a Daughter of Charity of  
St. Vincent DePaul. Congratulations, Sr. Virginia! 

 NORDIC SKIING 

 Sam Young went 
to State 



 

 

 BAND 

 Rochester Fest Grand Champion  

 1st Place Class A in Waconia 

 3 Best Hornline, 2 Best Drumline, 1 Best Colorguard awards 

 Dorian Band participants: Tiffany Wang, Connor Hagarty, Steve Hadaway, Jake French, and Tim Welch. 

 Outstanding Soloists at Head of the Lakes Jazz Festival: David French, Jake French, Noah French, Tim Welch, 
and Cade Hansen 

 Awards: David French received the Louis Armstrong Jazz Award for outstanding musicianship in the 
field of jazz, Tim Welch was awarded the James J. Carroll Award for talent in the field of music.  
Connor Hagarty received the John Phillip Sousa Award for extreme musical talent, leadership, 
dependability, and overall love of music. 

 BOYS BASKETBALL 

 7-19-0 (3-14-0) 

 All-Conference Noah Nachtigal, Josh 
Salwey, Connor Zukowki 

 MVP: Noah Nachtigal, 

 Rambler Award: Byrant Gernes 

 Defensive Award: Josh Salwey 

 Most Improved: Parker Nelton 

 BASEBALL 

 10-10 (7-10) 

 All-Conference: David French, 
Jake French, Parker Nelton 

 All-Conference Honorable 
Mention: Jaylen Vaughn 

 MVP: Jake French 

 MV Pitcher: Parker Nelton 

 Rookie of the Year: Jaylen 
Vaughn 

 Rambler Award: David French 

 CROSS COUNTRY 

 Most Valuable Runner: Garet Grant, 
Rambler Award: Timothy Zehr 

 Most Valuable Runner:  
 Aubrey Williams 

 Rambler Award:  
 Aubrey Allen and Anjuli Harris 

 All-Conference: Aubrey Williams 

 MATH TEAM 

 14th straight Hiawatha 
Division title. 1st in the small school division and 8th overall.  

 State: Overall 12th place. Tier II 2nd place. 

 Members: Eileen Shin, Gloria Qiaoyang, Ben Windley-Daoust, 
Ben Herber, Sarah Zhu, Choco Li, Claire Li, Holly Yi, and Jim Yang. 

 Choco, Claire, Holly, and Jim all qualified as individuals. Jim is 
the top scorer in the Hiawatha Division and ranked 23rd. Holly is ranked 25th 

 MOCK TRAIL 

 4-1 overall.  

 1st place in the region 

 7th place at State 

 Outstanding Witness: Viva 
Graff (9) 

 Outstanding Attorney: Aidan Beckman (12) 
and Steve Hadaway (12)  

 CHOIR 

 Cathy Snyder celebrated 
her 30th year teaching!  

 Minnesota Music 
Educators Association All-
Star Choir Ryan Ortega and 

Ben Matzke  

 James J. Carroll Award: Jane Koll 

 National Choral Award Ryan Ortega 

 GIRLS TENNIS 

 9-9 Overall 

 Cindy Li – section finalist- State 5th place 

 Singles Player of the Year- Kylie Modjeski 

 Doubles Player of the Year- McCarthy Leaf 

 Most Improved Choco Li 

 Rambler Award Cindy Li 

 Academic All State- 3.75 
GPA or higher- Sammy 
Knight and Elizabeth 
Duellman 

 GIRLS SOCCER 

 9-6-3 (4-4-2) 3rd place in the 3 Rivers Conference 

 All-Conference: Jane Koll, Britney Meier, Jordan Rubie 

 All-Conference Honorable Mention: Mary Arnold,  
 Olivia Flanagan, Gloria Flanagan 

 MVP Offense:  Jane Koll 

 MVP Defense:  Jordan Rubie 

 Rambler Award: Olivia Flanagan 

 Most Improved:  Josie Huelskamp 
 

 SWIMMING 

 Girls: 9-2-0 (7-2-0) Boys: 2-2-3 

 All-Conference: Lauren Whyte & Mary Hoffman 

 All-Conference: Brady Klein 

2016-2017  
Elijah Lisowski was born in February to Aaron (’01) and Larraina Lisowski. He is the grandson of Randy 
(’69) and Deb Lisowski. Elijah has big brother, John-Paul, at home to keep him busy! 

Niki (Lynch ’99) Peterson returned to Cotter as Director of Development in 2016. Niki and her husband, Travis, have 
three children in WACS- Will, Thomas, and Stella. 

Mok Yun Jin (Cynthia ‘07) lives in Sengnam, Korea and is working as a Researcher for Samsung SDI. 

Several alums gathered for the Schumacher wedding including brothers, Nick (‘96) and 
Eric (‘00) Schumacher, Mat O’Brien (‘96), Drew Gibson (’97), Will Gibson (’96), 
 Jeff Wilzbacher (’96), Jack Leaf (’98), and Megan (Jardina ’97) Anderson.  
 

Levi Joseph Schneider was born on April 17, 2017 at 11:59pm.  
Excited parents, Jessica (Weisbrod ’04) and her husband, Jason, took Levi home Easter  

Sunday to meet his extended family. 

Mary Eileen (Costello ‘96) Fitch returned to Cotter Schools as a Vice Principal in 2016. She and her husband, Dan, have three 
children in WACS- Lucy, Emmet, and Patrick. Welcome home, Mary Eileen!  

Lisa (Karlson ’96) Anderson is teaching Web Design courses and supervising independent study students interested in pursuing 
more advanced web design/development at Augsburg College. 

Fallon (Devine '05) and Alex Modjeski ('05) welcomed their first child, Hugh Alexander, 
on September 18, 2016. Welcome to the Cotter family, Hugh! 

Congratulations to Dr. Brittany Duellman (‘09) who recently graduated from Iowa State University College of 
Veterinary Medicine with her Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine degree!  

Philip Augustine Landman made his entrance to the world in May, 2016.  
Proud parents are Sarah (Marek '00) and Murl Landman ('97).    

Happy 1st Birthday, Phillip! 
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 BOYS TENNIS 

 13-8 

 MTCS Academic All-State: Ryan Ortega 

 Doubles Team of the Year: Jerry Yang and Tony Wan 

 Most Improved: Ian Modjeski 

 Singles Player of the Year: Ryan Ortega 

 Rambler Award: Samuel Graff 

 Ryan Ortega at State Tournament 

 SOFTBALL 

 9-9 

 Cindy Li, 5th 
place at State 

 Singles Player of the Year- 
Kylie Modjeski 

 Doubles Player of the 
Year- McCarthy Leaf 

 MIP Choco Li 

 Academic All State- 
Sammy Knight and 
Elizabeth Duellman 

 TRIPLE A—EXCELLENCE IN ACADEMICS, ARTS & ATHELTICS 

 Bryant Gernes and Jane Koll 

 Bryant was the regional qualifier 



 

 

Alumni Spotlight 

Arran Davis, Class of 2007 

Arran Davis graduated with honors from Cotter Schools in 2007. He is currently a third-year PhD student at the Institute of Cognitive 

and Evolutionary Anthropology at the University of Oxford. Arran’s fascinating story begins at Cotter, winds through St. John’s 

University, a Peruvian orphanage, and South Dakota State University, before leading him to study at Oxford University in England. 
After graduation, Arran decided to attend St. John’s University with fellow alum, Jeff Gilbertson. However, after one semester, Arran 

decided to move to Argentina and live with his grandmother. Two things changed 

his life while in South America: volunteering at a Peruvian orphanage, which gave 

him a new appreciation of his opportunities, and learning to throw a javelin, 
which allowed him to compete in track and field at the Division I level as an 

undergrad, and for Oxford University during his PhD. 

Returning to the U.S., Arran enrolled at South Dakota State University, where he 

lived with Cotter alum Thomas O’Brien (who was also a student-athlete at SDSU). 
His experiences in South America, as well as teaching English as a Second 

Language classes to Spanish speaking immigrants, led Arran to focus on 

immigration policies and the experiences immigrants have in our country. Arran 

graduated with degrees in Spanish and global studies, and was named a Division I 
Track and Field Academic All-American in the javelin throw. His studies as an 

undergraduate gave him a general interest in psychology and human behavior 

and a desire to continue his education. 

After researching several graduate level programs, 

Arran found the MSc in Cognitive and Evolutionary 

Anthropology, the study of culture and human 

psychology, at the University of Oxford. The course 
was centered on the principles of evolutionary theory, 

how human psychology has shaped culture and the 

inverse, and the different methods for studying 

human behavior from an evolutionary perspective. 

Arran studied the reason why humans categorize our 
social world into groups, and the effects of early life 

experiences on our development and psychology later 

in life. His thesis on group exercise impacting 

cooperation and cohesion studied the “social high” 
experienced during group exercise and how that 

encourages group bonding, friendship, and 

cooperation. Concurrently, the thesis showed how 

those who exercised in a group also performed better. 
They felt less pain, negative emotions, and fatigue 

than those who exercised alone. 

Home of Arran’s Grandmother in Argentina 

Arran’s thesis was published on the front page of the Oxford University 

website. Arran finished his MSc, graduating with honors, and was offered 

the Clarendon Scholarship to pursue a PhD. His doctoral degree is 
studying how the presence of close, supportive relationships can improve 

mental and physical health. 

Along with his outstanding work in school, Arran has competed for 

Oxford University’s track and field team. Last year, Arran placed 7th at 
the British University Championships and was awarded the Full Oxford 

Blue. He also won the javelin throw in the 45th Harvard-Yale vs. Oxford- 

Cambridge Athletics Match, and at the 141st Oxford-Cambridge Varsity 

Athletics Match (athletics is the British term for track and field). 
Arran credits Cotter’s culture and emphasis on the importance of service 

to others as a main factor in his life. He is also extremely grateful for the 

HEF Scholarship which he states “allowed him to focus on school and 

athletics” while attending SDSU. Arran said “Cotter did a fantastic job of 
reminding me that we live in a diverse, engaging, and unsolved world, 

and this led me to always want to learn more about why things are the 

way they are.” 

Arran returned to Cotter while home on “holiday”- the British term for 
our Christmas break. He visited students in Mrs. Hansel-Parlin’s classes 

and discussed life after Cotter.  

Thanks to Arran for sharing his story, visiting with our students, and 

always striving to make our world a more inclusive and better place for 
all. Congratulations on all your success, Arran! Keep up the great 

work! 

 

“Cotter did a fantastic 
job of reminding me 

that we live in a 
diverse, engaging, and 

unsolved world, and 
this left me to always 
want to learn more 

about why things are 
the way they are.” 

Graduation! 

Speaking in Mrs. Mary Hansel Parlin’s Class 

Radcliffe Camera at Oxford University 
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