
 
 
February 20, 2019 
 
Dear parents of athletes who Coop with WSHS, 

 
Last week, I sent out a letter to all families regarding tuition and fees for the 2019-2020 school year. As 

you probably noticed, I mentioned that, beginning in Fall 2019, families of students who choose to coop 

with Winona Senior High for a sport will be asked to pay the portion of that sport that Cotter has been 

being assessed each year. Over the past five years, the cost to Cotter has averaged $20,000 per year for 

approximately 15-20 students.  

 

In 2014, the Board of Directors petitioned Winona Senior High asking them to reduce or eliminate the 

coop fee, since having our students participate does not increase their cost and our families are 

taxpayers. In fact, we pointed out that often it is a Cotter student who has helped a WSHS team go to 

State. Winona Senior High administration refused to consider any other financial arrangement. The bill 

we receive has a list of costs divided by the number of athletes participating and then Cotter is assessed 

that amount for each of its athletes. This amount is in addition to the activity fee that you pay WSHS 

directly.  

 

The fairest thing seems to be to ask those families who choose to participate in a coop sport with WSHS 

to absorb both the activity fee and Cotter’s assessment. We have averaged out the amount that we 

have been assessed over the past three years, and the following scale represents what the cost will be 

going forward: 

 

  Swimming, Girls  $   440 

  Swimming, Boys $   670 

  Hockey, Girls  $   735 

  Hockey, Boys  $   885 

  Gymnastics  $1,190 

  Wrestling  $   925 

  Nordic Ski        $   260 

  Golf, Boys  $   720 

 

I wish I did not have to pass this cost on to you, but the amount has become more than I can ask other 

Cotter families to absorb. If you would like to contest these charges, I encourage you to speak to 

Superintendent Dahman or a school board member.  

 

Sincerely, 

Sister Judy 

Sister Judith Schaefer, O.P., PhD 

President, Cotter Schools 


